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PROGRESS 
1 OF THE - 
Reformation of Manners, 


ln England, Scotland, and Ireland and 
other Parts of Europe and America. 
With Reaſons and Directions for our 
Engaging in this Glorious Work. 


——_— 


E 


In a Letter to a Friend. 
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To which is added, 
Her Majeſty's PROCLAMATION 


and for the Preventing and Puniſhing of Vice, 
Pros haneneſs, and Immorality. | 


The Fourthtcenth Edition with Additions. 


LS XK D © 
Printed and Sold by J. Dewnivg in Bartholomem Claſe 
near Weft-Smithfield, 1706, 
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tor the Encouragement of Pzety and Virtue, 
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By the QUEEN, 
A PRO CLAMATION, 


For the Encouragement of 


PIET v and VIX T uk, 


Arid for the Preranting and Puniſhing of 


Vice. Prophantneſs, & Inmoraity 


( . 


ANNE R. 


HERE AS on our 


772 N 1 We thought fit, by the 
| "I Advice of our Privy 
P Council, ro Iſſue our 
Our Royal Proclamart- 
e on, for the Encourage- 
04 | —Y on ment of Piety and Vir- 
NO aa St J tue, and for the preven- 
ting and puniſhing of 
Vice, Bb, and kalen, And whereas 


We have been informed, That Our Laws ment. 


Og, 


oned i in n rhe faid Proclamation have not been ex- 
4 2 ER? ecuted 
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Acceſſion to the Tone, 
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. By the QUEEN, . 


ecuted according to Our juſt Expectation and 


Command; We moſt ſerioufly and religiouſly 
conſidering, That it is an indiſpenſible Duty on 


Us, to be careful, above all other things, to pre- 


ſerve and advance the Honour and Service of 


Almighty God, and to diſcourage and ſuppreſs 
all Vice, Prophaneneſs, Debauchery, and Immorali- 
5, which are To Highly Uiſpleafing ro God, fo 
great a Reproach ro Our Religion and Govern- 
ment, and (by means of the frequent ill Ex- 
amples of the Practiſers thereof) have ſo fatal a 
Tendency ro the Corruption of many of Our lo- 
ring Subjects, otherwife Religiouſſy and Virtu- 
ouſſy diſpoſed, and which (if not timely remedi- 
ed) may juſtly draw down the Dwine Venge- 


ance on Us and Our Kingdoms : We alſo hum- 


bly acknowledging, That We cannot expect rhe | 


Bleſſing and Goodneſs of Almighty God (by 
whom Kings and Queens Reign, and on which 
We entirely rely) to make our Ken happy and 
proſpecous ro Our Self and Our People, nor hope 
for the Divine Aſſiſtance to deliver Us from the 
great and imminent Dangers which our King- 


dom, and the true Proteſtant Religion, Eſta- | 


bliſned among Us, are in this preſent Juncture 
threatned with, without a Religious Obſervance | 


of God's Holy Laws: Fo the Intent therefore 


that Religion, Piety, and good Manners may 
according ro Our moſt hearty Deſire) flouriſh 


and increaſe under Our Adminiſtration and Go- 


vernment, We have thought fit (by the Advice 
f Our Privy Council) to Iſſue this our Royal 


Proclamation, and do hereby declare Our Roy- 
al Purpoſe and Reſolution to diſcountenance and 
puniſn all Manner of Vice, Prophaneneſs, and Im- 


amrality, in all Perſons of hatſoever Degree or 


Quality, 
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A Proclamation. 


Quality, within this Our Realm, and patticularly 
in ſuch as are employed near Our Royal Peffon ; 
and that for the greater Encoutapethent of Reli- 
gion and Morality, We will, upon all Occaſions, 


_ diſtinguiſh Perſons of Piety and Virrue, by Marks 
of Our Royal Favour. And We do expect and 
require, thiat all Perſons of Honour, or in Place of 


Authoriry, will give good Example by their own 

irtue and Piety, and to their utmoſt, contribute 
to the diſcountenancing Perſons of diffolire and 
debauched Lives, that they being by thar Means 
reduced ro Shame and Contempt, for their looſe 
and evil Actions and Behaviour, may be thereby 
alſo enforced the ſooner 'to reform their ill Ha- 
bits and Practices, and that the viſible Diſpleas 
ſure of good Men towards them, may (as fat as 


it is poſſible) ſupply what the Laws (probably) 


cannot altogether prevent. And we do hereby 
ſtrictly enjoyn and prohibit all our loving Sub- 
jets, of what Degree or Quality ſoever, from 
Playing on the Lord's-Day at Dice, Cards, or any 
other Game whatſoever, either in Publick or 
Private Houfes, or other Placeor Places whatſe- 
ever; and do hereby require and command them, 
and every of them, decently and reverently to 


attend the Worſhip of God on every Lord's-Day, 


on Pain of Our higheſt Diſpleaſure, and of being 
proceeded againſt with the utmoſt Rigour thar 
may be by Law. And for the more effectual 
Reforming of all ſuch Perſons, who, by Reaſon 


of their diſſalute Lives and Converſations, are a 


Scandal to Our Kingdom, Our further Pleaſure 
is, and We do hereby ſtrictly Charge and Com- 
mand all Our Judges, Mayors, Sheriffs, Juſtices 
of the Peace, and all other Our Officers and 
Miniſters, both Ecclefiaſtieal aud Cryil, and all 
. _ ether 
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| By the QUE EN, 


other Our Subjects whom it may concern, to be 
very vigilant and ſtrict in the Diſcovery, and the 
effectual Proſecution and Puniſhment of all Per- 
ſons who ſhall be guilry of exceſſive Drinking, 
Blaſphemy, Prophane Swearing and Curſing, Lewd- 
neſs, Prophanation of the Lord's-Day, or other diſ- 
ſolute, Immoral, or Diſorderly Practices; and 
that they take care alſo effectually ro ſuppreſs alt 
Bawdy-Houſes , Publick Gaming Houles and 
Places, and other diſorderly Houſes, and to put 
in Execution the Statute made in the Nine and 
Twentieth Year of the Reign of Our late Roy- 
al Uncle King Charles the Second, Intituled, Ar 
Att for the better Obſervation of the Lord's-Day, 
commonty called Sunday; and allo an Act of Par- 
liament made in the Ninth Year of the Reign of 
Qur late dear Brother King William the Third, 
Intituled, An Act for the more effectual Suppreſſing 
of Blaſphemy and Prophaneneſs; and all other Laws 
now in Force for the Puniſhing and Suppreſſing 
any of the Vices aforeſaid; and alſo to | Ame 
and prevent all Gaming whatſoever in Publick 
or Private Houſes on the Lord's-Day ; and like- 
wiſe that they take effectual Care ro prevent all 
Perſons keeping Taverns, Chocolate-Houſes, 
Coffee. Houfes or other Publick Honſts wharſo- © 
ever, from ſelling Wine, Chocolate, Coffee, Ale, 
Beer, or other Liquors, or receivir g or permit- 
Ting Gueſts to be or remain in ſuch their Houſes 
on the Lord's Day, (except in Cale of Neceſ- 
fity and Charity) as they will anſwer it to Al- 
mighty God, and upon pain of Our higheſt Diſ- 
pleaſure. And for the more effectual proceeding 
nerein, We do hereby direct and command all 
Our Judges of Aſſize, and Juſtites of the Peace, 
to give ſtrict Charges at their reſpective a; 
„55 | an 


A (Proclamation. 


— 


and Seſſions, for the due Proſecution and Puniſh- 
ment of all Perſons that ſhall preſume to offend in 


any the kinds aforeſaid, and alſo of all Perſons 
that, contrary to their Duty, ſhall be remiſs or 


negligent in putting the ſaid Laws in Execution; 
and that they do at their reſpective Aſſizes an 

Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, cauſe this Our Pro- 
clamation to be publickly read in open Court, 
immediately before che Charge is given. And 
We do hereby further Charge and command 


every Miniſter in his reſpective Pariſn- Church or 


Chappel, to read, or cauſe to be read, this Our 
Proclamation at leaſt Four times in every Year, 
immediately after Divine Service, and to incite 
and ſtir up their reſpective Auditories to the 
Practice of Piety and Virtue, and avoiding of 
all Immorality and Prophaneneſs. And to the 
End thar all Vice and Debauchery may be pre- 


vented, and Religion and Virtue practiſed by all 


Officers, private Soldiers, Mariners, and others, 
who are employed in Our Service, by Sea or 
Land, We do hereby ſtrictly charge agd com- 
mand all Our Commanders and Offices whar- 
ſoever, that they do take Care to avoid all Pro- 
phaneneſs, Debauchery, and other Immora lities; 
and that by their own good and virtuous Lives 
and Converſations they do ſet good Examples to 
all ſuch as are under their Care and Authority, 
and likewiſe take Care of and inſpect the Beha- 
viour of all ſuch as are under them, and to pu- 
niſh all thoſe who ſhall be guilty of any the Of. 
fences aforeſaid, as they will be anſwerable for 
the ill Conſequences of their Neglect herein. 


Given at our Court àt St James's the 25th Day of Fe- 
| bruary, 1702. In the Firſt Tear of Our Roign, 
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Reformation of Manners, Oc. 
1 Gt 
W Suppoſe: that you have heard of the Ar: 
tempts that have been made by the So- 
cieties for Reformation of Manners, for, rhe 
>. Promoting. the Execution of che Penal 
Laws againſt :Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, be- 
gun by ſome few Perſons of the Church of 
e, and moſt of them private Men, who 
reſolved to make their Efforts, and agreed to meet 
frequently together to concert proper Meaſures 
far the putting a ſtop to the Inundation of Vice 
and Prophaneneſs that had broke in upon us, and 
threatned our Ruine: That „ I 
of rheſe Societies, which are now become io 
numerous, are {preadivg in other far diftanz 
Nations, and Were thus happily begun, . have 
hadi a very great Succeſs, by God's. Bleſſing, for 
the Suppreſſing of Prophaane Swearing and Cur- 
. ing, Blaſphemy, Prophonatign of :the Lord 5-Day, 
' Drunkenneſs, and the Uncleanneſsghat was com- 
mitted in che infamous Houſes in and about 
3 S "rs 
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An Account of the Prog) eſs - 


London, and other Parts of the Kingdom, and 
the giving a great Check to the Open Lewdneſs 
that e do our high Reproach, in 
many of the Streets of this great City; Beſides 
the great good that hath been done by them ſince 
they have enlarged. their Defigns in promoting 
the ſincere Practice of Religion, by their procuring 
fo many Books and Papers #0 be writ for tha 
awakening of Men to a ſenſe of their Sins aud 
Concern for their Souls; the exciting of them to 
a conſcientious Diſcharge of Family Duty; and 
the laying open to the Word the outragious 
Diſorders and execrable Impieties of our meſ? 
Scandalous Play-Houſes, with the fatal Effects 
| of them to the Nation in general, and the mani- 
70ſt Sin and Danger of particular Perſons fre- 
quenting of them; and in giving away, at their 
own Expence, a great Number if theſe Books 
and Papers that they procured to be publiſhed t 
on ſuch proper Subjects for the effecting a Refor- | 
mation; and laſtly, the promoting of the Edu- [ 
cation of poor Children in the Principles of | 
Religion, and the employing of them (with their 
Learning) in ſome ſuch Work as may render 
them more ſerviceable to the Publick- That Þ 
theſe Attempts for Supprefling of Vice and 
Prophaneneſs by the Execution of the Laws have 
been publickly and ſolemnly Approved by a 
conſiderable Number of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Honourable Fudges of the 
Kingdoms of England and Ireland; and have 
been recommended occafionally, and in ano- 
ther manner, by moſt of the other of -our Right 
| Reverend Biſhops, in their Circular Letters, 
printed 1699. (ot which I ſhall rake ſome far- 


her Notice), But you may not be acquaint- 
| | BE ed, 


IT 


jaint- 
ech, 
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ed, That his late Majeſty having this Affair 


laid before him by one of his chief Miniſters of 
State, promiſed the Societies not only his Pro- 
tection, but Countenance: And that our pre- 
ſent Illuſtrious QUEEN, ſince the iſſuing out 
of her Proclamations againſt Vice and Prophaneneſs, 
hath been graciouſly pleaſed ro fignifie Her Ap- 
probation of this Work: That theſe Endeavours 
are carrying on in moſt Parts of this Kingdom, 


and in many of thoſe of Ireland, as I could 


enumerate to you if 'twere neceſſary: and have 
been applauded and recommended, in a publick 
manner, as fit to be imitated by other Chriſtian 
States, by the Commiſſioners of ſeveral French 


Churches, who were appointed ro rake this 
Affair into their Conſideration; and have been 
lately very ſolemnly Approved by divers of the 
| Nobility, and by the Commiſſioners of the Ge- 

neral Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, where 
this Work is now ſo far advanced, that beſides 


the Societies for Reformation lately ſer up in other 


Parts of that Kingdom, there were (we are in- 
formed) ſome Months ſince, Thirteen of theſe Sc- 


cieties in the City of Edinburgh alone; in which 


City, the Magiſtrates have, upon this occaſion, late- 


ly erected a new Court againſt Immorality; and 
that tis to be hop'd that, with God's Blefling, a 


great part of the Chriſtian World will be in- 


fluenced hereby, the Account of theſe Societies 


being already Tranſlated into the French and 


High-Dutch Languages, and hath been ſome 
time fince Tranſlating into the Latin, for the 
Propagating the ſame Glorious Deſign in other 
Nations; by Which means a great part of the 
World will be 1oon acquainted with this Un- 
dertaking, and the Succeſs of ir, and it may 
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reaſonably be expected, will be excited to an 
Imitation: And this may the rather be hop'd, 
ſince the reſtraining of Men from publick Vi- 
ces, and open Violations of Religion, hath, 1 
think, ever been thought the great Intereſt and 
Buſineſs of Government, is whar the Laws of 
civilized Nations, tho' they may be more or 
leſs ſevere indifferent Countries, provide againſt, 
Ancient and Modern, Heathen and Chriſtian 
Legiſlators, Papiſii and Proteſtants, Fews and 
Mahometans agree in; and fince moreover ſo 
many learned and-pious Perſons, in divers parts 
of Europe and America,are already ſucceſsfully 
engaged in Promoting, of this Work by Socie- 
tes, after the Example of England. | 
A Reverend Divine, who hath been lately in 
our Northern Plantations in America, by rhe 
Encouragement of divers of our Biſhops, for 
the Propagating Chriſtianity there, ordered a | 
whole Impreſſion of the Acceunt of the Societies 
to be printed off, and ſent thither, for the pro- 
moting a Reformation, by theſe Methods, in | 
thoſe Parts of the World. And this Reverend 
Perſon the laſt Month told me, that he thinks 
they have ſince made a more remarkable Rfor- 
mat ion there, xhan is in either of Her Majeſty's þ 
Kinglomss . ea <r | 
From the Iſland of Famaica, Dr. Tod, Rector 
of St. Thomas in tlie Vale, tells us, that at a 
general Meering of the Clergy of rhar Iſland 
at St. Fago de la Vaga Novemb. 27. 1900, þ 
by the appointment of their Commiſſary, the 
Clergy, in conjunction with divers of the Gen- 
tlemen of that Country, had formed themſelves | 
inte a Society for Reformation of Manners, _ 
: EV rei -o7 the 


* 


— 


of the Reformation of Atuners: 


the Propagation of Chriſtian Rudwledge; and 


that the Governour of chat Iſland had under 


his Hand Signed his full Apptebatian of it, _ 


their Orders, | 
'Tis affirmed by a perſun of Imegriry, who is 


come over from Flanders,thattheyhavevery much 


ſuppreſſed the d:ſorderly Houſesin Bruſſels, (the Po- 
piſh Prieſts in that City having gonet about to the 
Flick Houſes, exhorting them roleave off their 
Irregularities) as he aſſures me they had done 
the Muſicl. Houſes, which were Seberalh Hon- 
{es of il Fame, in Amfterdam in Holland.; 
from whence Monſieur Bonoye has wrore ta 
a Perſon in Ireland, to be informed: whar Pro- 
grefs Religion hath made in that Kingdom 
ſince Societies have been ſet up in it, being, it 
feems, defirous, as this Gentleman informs 
me, to engage himſelf in this. Wang in 
Holland. dC! 

By a Lerrer from W © in Octob. 
yo. we were acquainted, That an Account of 
our Societies was tranſlated into the High- 
Dutch Language; and that they were: — 
ſome Propreis in this Undertaking. . | 

From Schafbauſen twas wrote, Jau. 12 1700. 
That they rejoyced to hear of our Zeal in Eng- 


and, from an Account of our Societies, which 


was there tranſlated; and that they: had. Exam- 
ples of the fame ſort of Societies. | 1 

From Germany we have thie-followiog Ac- 
count from” Dr. Franck, Divinity Prefeſſor in- 


the City of Hall in Saxony, Jan. 21 1700. Who 
writes thus ro dane 1 in this Place: Ye 
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eminent Succeſs of your Undertakings hath been 
made known in Germany by the Reverend Dr. 

ablonski, Chaplain to the newly Crowned King ef 

ruſſia, who hath tranſlated the Account of the 
Societies out of  Englith into the German Lan- 
guage. Nor hath this Gentleman s Labour in it 
preved unſicceſiful: For beſides the good it hath 
done to the Souls of many particular Perſons, wha 
have been awakened thereby to a greater Concern 
For their Spiritual Edification, it bath had a par- 
ticular goed Effect at Norenburgh, in that it 
hath mightily put forward and encouraged a So- 
ciery, conſiſting of a great Number of Citizens, 
| who had ſome time before began to meet at each 
ethers Houſes upon à religious Account, and 
from a ſincere deſire of the Truth; as a very worthy 
Perſon hath; by the Requeſt of them all, acquain- 
ed me, WC. 2; V 

From Rotterdam the famous Monſieur Furien 
hearing of theſe Societies, rakes Notice in a 
tranſporting manner, in a Letter to a Divine 
in London, That amidſt the many Societies 
that were in the World. about the Concerns 
cf Gold and Silver, and for bringing the 
Wealth of the Indies into other Countries, he had 
at laſt heard a moſt reviving Account of pi- 
ous Perſons united in very ſucceſsful Methods 
for the Extirpation of Vice and Prophaneneſs, 
and the bringing down of the Riches of Hea- 
ven; for which he praiſes God, and conceives 
great Hopes from hence, that thoſe happy Days 
may enſue to the Chriſtian World which Holy 
Souls ſo ardently defire and long for. 
Monſieur Oſtervald (the learned Author of 
that excellent Book, intituled, A Treatiſe con- 
gerning the Cauſes of the preſent Corruption of 
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Chriſtians, and the Remedies thereof, tells us in 
a Letter dated April the 6th 1701, from the 
Principality of Newf-Caſtle, That he had print- 
ed off there an Account cf our Societies; and 
that ſince that was done, the Pzirus Deſigns 
formed in England were there approved, ©c. 
And April the 11th 1701, he again ſays, Thar 
their Conſiſtory being laſt Week aſſembled, 
reſolved to buy up ſome hundreds of rhe 
printed Copies of the Account of the Societies; 
and that they were ſent to all the Conſiſtories 
of that State, in order to diſpoſe them ro a 
Reformation of Manners, and to the ſetting up 
ot Schools; and that rhe Magiſtrates of Neuf- 
Caſtle were addrefſed to by them for Orders 
and Laws againſt Vice and Immorality, which 
they had already obrained, | 


A Gentleman at Sr. Galle, in his Letter 


bearing date the 19th of May 1701. writes to 


bis Friend in England, That the ſerting up of 
Societies was recommended to a large Synod of 


Divines, at their late Meeting at Zurich, as 
the beſt Expedient for the engaging Men to a 
Religious courſe of Life: That rhe Account of 
our Relapious Societies, which was tranſlated 
and printed at Zurich, was much enquired af- 
ter: Thar Orders had been given from other 


Proteſtant Cantons, for the buying up ſome 


Numbers of them: That Monſieur Scherer had 
pur into the German Language the Account of 
the Societies for Reformation of Manners, which 
was there in the Preſs, and he hoped would 
be printed off in a few Days; that twas in- 
tended to be dedicated to the States; and that 
Care was taken to make it known all over 


Germany, In which Country the Pious Dr. 


4 Cramner, 


U 


, 
Wo e * 


a ' * © 2 
* - Tad TR} : 3 
e eee 1 


n 
7 * 
—— 


N 
2 1 


8 D 
> 1 un o 
RT NT LEES 


— 


A * 
; es Ct YL 
. - 


r 
2 8 4 


4 — 1 
n 
— 


n 
IX 


[I LY n 5 EN 
"AT * X 3 a WY 


2 
ee WY "RFI * 


£ 
2 


* 


ag 
8 


1 - % $3 
* N 


Nin 
e 
— 


+ 


a 
IF 
** 


x * Od 
2 


Ane 


ary 


* 


Wine | I 4-0 
3 = py 


e We 


7 
mung ee _ 
D 


* gu” 


bags. 


— x ent non rr army en 3 — —— 2 — 


at Account of he Progreſs 


Cranmer, this Gentleman ſays, expreſſes a great 
Zeal to ſer forward this Work in his Ul, 
verfitys. | 
Monſieur de Moos writes from Malans, in 
the Country of the Griſons, Sept. 22. 1701. Thar 
an Aſſembly of Divines that mer ar Jais in 
that Country the ſecond of that Month, 
very advantageous Account of our Deſigns of 
Reformation had been given them; that they 
would be laid before their Synod "when they 
met; and that they deſigned to appoint a Per- 
ſon of Learning and Picry to begin and con. 
tinue a Correſpondence with one of ont So- 


cleties in England. 


An Envoy Extraordinary from one of the 
greateſt Princes of Europe, to the Swiſs Can- 
ne, writes in theſe Terms to an Engliſh Gen- 
tleman, in a Letter dared at BERN, Septemb: 
10. 1701. I have diſcours'd with, the Principal 


Perſons of this Church and State, and all of 


{ 


them bleſs God for the Succeſs wherewirh he has 
Crowned the Zeal f your Holy. and Religious 
Society, and are all "f them enclined to. enter 
into 4 Correſgyndence, &c. 5 
A Perſon of great Reputation in Switzerland | 
acquaints us, Sept. 18. 1791. Thar Monſieur 
Anſi om, who hath a Commiſſion to the Pro: 
teſtant An from the King of Denmark, has 
by Letters ro his Correſporidents recommend- 
ed this Work at Berlin; and that a Propoſal 
was tuere made for Tranſhtiog the Account 
of the Societies for Reformation uf. Manners into 
the Daniſh and Swediſh. Languages; and. that 
a Deſign Was chere laid of ſerting up. and 
by means of Theſe Tranſl tions. He goes on | 
thus 
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| 74 7 : > 4 . 0 893 , 
thus in the fame Lerter: The Societies in Eng- 


land are in ſuch Eſteem in thoſe Parts, that on 
the ſtæth of November, 1701. ( their general ap- 
pointed Faſt Day) they publickly prayed for the Pre- 


ſervation of them in all the Proreſtant Churches 


* 


in that Country. ＋ hope there is no Enęliſnman 
that hath the leaſt Spaiks of Love to his Native 
Country, but will have in Honour theſe incomparable 
Societies: If there are any People ſo impudent, 


- 
5 


* 


that It doth not one time or other fare with them, 


as to yg diſreſpe&fully of them, let them look to it, 


is nod goes with-—"Fan Adurrſily of the Socie- 


ties, he means) at Zurich, who, I am told, is {6 
aſhamed of his having oppoſed us, fince all honeſt 
Men are on our fide, that he is reſolved togledoe his 
Native Country, and go with bis Family into ſome 
Foreign Parts. Theſe unparallelld Societies in 
England are not only to be regarded for the Ho- 
nour they bring to their mrſt happy Nation, but 
far more For the unſpenkatle Good that they cauſe 
70 the Church of Chriſt both at heme and abroad, 


5 


; which was accordingly done; 
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An Account of the Progreſs 


tageouſly aſſiſted by ſeveral publick Minifters 
at that Court: And we underſtand, that there 
hath been ſome Months paſt tranſmitted into 
Sweden, and ſeveral other Countries, the Books 
of Reformation, for the promoting of the De- 
fign of them likewiſe inthoſe Countries; 
From Cleſt in the Country of the Gri ons, the 
celebrated Lady Madam Hortenſia de Salis, whom 
you find honourably mentioned in the Biſhop 
of Salisbury s printed Letters of Switzerland, in 
her Letter dated the tenth of March 1702. 
thus writes: I cannot ſufficiently declare how 
great a Veneration is had for the Church of Eng- 
land, the King, and the illuſtrious Society, in this | 
Country, by all, in particular by the Clergy. They | 
are every where prayed for, and remembred, as in 
our Hearts, ſo in all our Pulpits alſo. I truſt in 
. God ( ſays ſhe) that as He had always his Moles's, 
Lots, and Samuels, that withheld his Wrath, &c. 
So he will now, in our Days, raiſe up many ſin. 
cere Chriſtians, who by the Example of the Church 
of England, and of the Illuſtrious Society, will be 
encouraged to promote the Good, and puniſh the 
Bad, according to the Laws and Cuſtoms of eve- 
ry Country. FFF 
From New - England we are told, That great 


Care hath been there taken of late for the Puniſij- 


ment of Vice and Prophaneneſs by the Me- 
thods that are here us d; and a Gentleman in 
that Country, in his Letter bearing date April 
10. 1702. informs us, That ſeveral Societies 
are formed in Boſton, and he thinks that in a 
little time he ſhal! acquaint us of others fer 
up in other Parts of that Country. 
Mr. Peter Zeller, a very eminent Miniſter 
in Zurich in Switzerland, in a Letter of his 12 
8 | re 
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ted Feb. 6. 1703. does in very affectionate 
Terms expreſs their common Eſteem of the 
pious Societies here, and their Expectations 
of great Ad antages to England, and to the 
Church of Chriſt from them. And having 
mentioned the frequent Earthquakes in and 
about Rome, which he thinks may be To- 
kens of God's Diſpleaſure to thoſe Places: 
He adds his Opinion, that he thinks God is 
pleaſed to vouchſafe to our Nation the happy 
Preſages of Proſperous times, in the Riſe and 
Succeſs of thoſe Societies, by whole means 
Religion and Virtue is very much advanced 
both in our own and other Nations. 
Monſieur Scherer, in a Letter of his from 
Sangall of Fan, 26, 1703. aſſures us of the 
reviving of Piety among them, by the Re- * Ne Sola 
port of what is done here by our Societies, ers Monitor, 
which are concerned in Religious Affairs. written by 
A Gentleman of great Character at Berlin, Dr. Woods 
in a Letter dated Feb, 
Thar there were printed in that City Two thor of the 
Thouſand of our Little Diſcourſes ſent from Account of 


England, and among them the Soldiers Mo- *ÞeRife and 


nitor, That the Soldier's Monitor was (to P rogreſs of : 
d the Religi - 


ous Societies). 


uůſe the Gentleman's own Words) diſtribute 
among the Soldiers in their Garriſon by the — 
General's Order; that the King of Pruſſia 2 = 
being preſented with it by one of his Biſhops, 1-4. have 
and having read and approved ir, (as did like- hen 
wiſe his Privy Council,) has already given, bought up 
or will ſoon give Orders to have a conſide- and given 
rable Number of them printed for the Be- away by 
nefit of his Soldiers; that ſome of them the Society 


were given to the Prince of Gotha, who went for Refer» 


from hence the other Day to the King of Swe- mation. 
Kon F The 


23. 1704. acquaints us, Para, (Au- 
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en, to whom 15 promiſed to give an — 8 
and ar the ſame time he was well aſſured, that 
_ Majeſty would be ſo well pleaſed with 
that he would give Orders to have his 
Amy ſup lyed with rhe fame, and more eſ- 
1 pecially, ſince chere was bound with it, the 
5 Diſcourſe againſt Swearing * for which Vice in 
. particnlat his Swediſh Majeſty has a grear Aver- 
Swearer, 11. The Soldier's Minitor F, to which is ad- 
diſperſed ded, rhe Diſcourſe againſt Swearing, he ſays, is 
by che So- likewiſe tranflated into the Muſeovite Language, 
ciety for as deſiꝑned to be recommended ro the Emperor, 
Reformati- to his Cx ariſp Majefty, and likewiſe to the 
on in Eng- Queen of Poland to whom he gives the Epi- 
land in vaſt thersof Pious and Virtubus) who would be ap- 
Numbers. ply A to, to diſpetſe i it — . 285 che Saxon Ar- 
+.Fhliis" little my, Oc. a 10 A. 
Book is or- A Ge ntleman iii Ner- lag land, in' a Letter da- 
1 1 ied Ob; 8. 19764, writes to his Correſpondent 
tale ets in London in the following Words: TheSocieties 
| Intelerefted for the Serviceof Religio1 in London, 
wang . "Els au An ſome other Parts of Evrepe, have” by their 
galdiers” in landνpe Example hat an Influence upon = Ceun- 
Flanders, in try 45 far diftant from them” as New-England 7 in 
Ireland, and: America. And we thought it might be ſome ga- 
in Porvegal, .fisfattion to you and of hes goed Men with you, to 
| hape n ſummary Actgunt of the Good which is dai- 
ly "doing among us in Imitation of the Example | 
25 * "that Jeu have given us. We ſhall atcordingly in- 
Form you, that a Number of Gentlemen who make 
0 "the: beſt Fi wre in this Place, did a Few Months a- 
8 70 2⁰ lb. 5 a voluntary Converlatiön once in a 
Fartnigli. The Gentlemen of the Sociery for 
ARES cr ior of Religion have alreadj had n ſenſi- 
PET” Vle leſſing of Gs 2d t1p01 3 and Un- 
. dertekings. They have fe Into every Fown of the 
Province 
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Province Treatiſes to animate the Obſervation of 
the Lord's-Day. They hade condeyed unto ſuch 
People among our ſelves as frequently and prefane- 
ly abſent themſelves from the -Publick Worſhip 
of God, a Sheet of Confiderartons to reclaim them 
From that 'Prophanity. They compiled and emitted 
an Abſtract of Laws againſt all puniſhable Mick - 
edneſs; and armed the Officers in the ſevernl Parts 
of the Province therewithal. They are now endea- 
vouring to introduce more Religion into eur Sea-fa- 
ring Tribe, and ſeaſon our Veſſels with better Or- 
ders than have been generally practiſed. Theſe are 
but ſome of the good thin gs which they have done in 
a very little while; We: fhall ſuperſede the men- 
tion of the reſt, with one very comprehenſive Service- 
They produced in Boſton, our chief Town, © Society 
for rhe Suppreſſion of Diſorders; many good 
Offices have been done for the Town in a little 


while by that Society; they printed a Sheet - of 


Methods and Motives for ſuch Societies; the 
Sheet they ſeattered throughout theſe Colonzes, 
In many Towns they have erefted ſuch Societies, 
and conformed unto the Advice that have been ſet 
before them. In theſe Towns the Miniſters fmd the 
Societies, with which they have accommodated 
themſelves, to be admirable Engines for the main - 
tnining and promoting of all geod Order among 
their People. VV receive Letters from divers 


Quarters, wherein they do even with ſome Rapture 


give 'Thanks to God for the Advantage they hade 
p „„ 1 0 , Þy & "+ C . - 2 ? 
already receiurd b theſe Sole ies. They general- 


h carry on their Deſisn with Pradenc? and Silence, 


aud great Mocleſty, but with wondrous Efficacy. 
Mae confeſs we owe unto you the Relation, beenufe 

— — „ „ | n ̃ N . 
we are beholding to you forthe Example that pa 


been followed in our feeble Eſſay: to dd what-we 
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can for the advancement of the Greateſt Intereſt. 
May the God of all Grace proſper all your and our 
Eſſays thus to do what Good we can, &. 
"Monſieur Fablonsks, Chaplain to the King 
of Pruſſia, in a Letter from thence dated 
Decemb. 15. 1704, writes thus: A Second Edi- 
i tion of the Soldiers Monitor has been made by the 
1 Command of the Ming of Pruſſia, at bis n Ex- 
0 | pence, to be diſtributed throughout his whole Army; 
ſince the firſt Impreſſion; which---------favcured us 
wit hal, did but little more than furniſh the King's 
Guards. And indeed that little Book, is ſo much 
efteemed by his Majeſty, that when the excellent 
Baron Fuxius firſt ſhew'd it in the Princes Coun- 
cil, the King himſelf took a Copy of it out of his 
Pocket with great Foy, aud declared that he had 
weighed it with great Conſideration, And Biſhop 
. Urtinus ately told me, that he had ſeen it in the 
King's Pocket a few Months ſince, . 
Dr. Lekerder, Divinity-Profeſſor of the Uni- 
verſity of Utrecht, in a Letter to an Engliſh 
5 | Gentleman dated October 1705. writes that he 
\. | had ſeen there An Account of the Societies for R- 
| Formation of Mianners in England, had read it 
with great Satisfaction, and prays God to bleſs 
with Succeſs rhe Endeavours of thoſe thar are 
concerned in the Supprefling of Vice and Pro- 
phaneneſs. 5 3 5 
Monſieur Clermont, a Divine of Amſterdam, 
vuvrites to a Gentleman of England in September 
1705, that having communicated the Deſigns 
of the Societies for Reformation of Manners in 
England to his Friends, all of them concurred in 
approving of them, and gives his Opinion, that 
nothing would contribute more to the promo- 
ting of ſuch Societies, than a more general Di- 
e | ſtribu- 
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ſtribution of the Books that treat of thoſe De- 
ie of jt E 

A Reverend Divine of New England in his 
Letter dated from Boſton the 23d of November 
1705, ſays thus: Sir, It was but Yeſterday that 
your Letters to our worthy Friend Mu 
arrived: However, we were , not willing to 
miſs this Opportunity of returning you our hearty 
Thanks for your grateful Communications, and of 
letting you know that we take every Opportunity 
of returning greateſt Thanks to the God of Hea- 


ven, for diſpoſing and aſſiſting ſo many (as we 


perceive by your Letters) unto ſuch noble Methods 
of being Serviceable. | 


And becauſe you may expect ſomething of that 
alſo, we will go on where we left off in the Account 
we formerly gave you of our Proceedings on thoſe 


bet Intentions ; the Reformation of Manners, 


and the Propagation of Chriſtian Knowledge and 


Goodneſs, | ; 

Our Societies for the ſuppreſſion of Diſorders, 
increaſe and proſper in this Town ; there are two 
moxe ſuch Societies added unto the former; There 


are alſo Religious Societies without Number in this 


Country that meet at proper Times, to Pray toge- 


ther and repeat Sermons," and forward one another 
in the Fear of God. 1 | 


In ſome Towns of this Country, the Mien, 
who furniſh themſelves with a Society for the ſup- 
preſſion of Diſorders, hardly find any notorious 
Diſorders to be ſuppreſſed : but then their Socie- 
ties are helpful unto them in doing abundance of 
Good for the Advancement of ſerious Religion in 


the Neighbourhood, and to make their Miniſtry 


much more Profitable in the Weekly Exerciſe of it. 
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A Learned Gentleman of Rotterdam writes 
in theſe Terms concerning the Suppreſſing of 
Prophaneneſs and Vice by the Endeavours of 
our Societies in England: Whatever Men, 
ſays he, may think of their being acceptable to 
God, in earneſtly contending for their little Opi- 
nions and Mifferences with each other; (he 
ſpeaks of Perſons in that Country) It was a 
great doubt whether God will approve of and 
bleſs it. But that this was certainly the Work 
and Will of God to have Vice and Prophaneneſs 
rooted out and kepr down, and conſequently 
that all that have a Hand in it, may on good 
Ground expect the Bleſſing of God in it. 
A Gentleman writes from New-England, 
in his Letter of the 2oth of November 1705. 
To gratiſie your Deſires to know what Progreſs we 
make. here in our Societies, T make bold to add a 
Line or two to certify, That in Boſton the Socie- 
ties for ſuppreſſing Diſorders (of which mention 
was made in my former Letters) are upheld, and 
two other Societies of the ſame Nature erefed,. 
All which are ſpirited to be active, according to 
their Abilities and Influence, to promote Virtue and 
diſcountenance and ſuppreſs Vice. And not only 
in Boſton are ſuch good Things done, and doing, but 
in many Places in the Province beſides, Omitting 
many ot her things that might be enumerate as to 
other Places, I hall ſum up, in ſhort, an Account 
of what hath been done in a Town called Taub- 
ton throunh the rich Mercy? God: The Reverend 
Mr.. Miniſter there, having 


ſeen ſeme Printed Accounts of the Methods For 
Nformation in Old England. in imitation there. 
F (after enrneſt Prayers to God for Succeſs) ob- 
trained of ſeveral Inhabitants of the Place (that 

Were 
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were noted for Sobriety and . againſt Sin) to 
meet with him once in each Month, to conſult 
what might be done to promote a Reformation of 
Diſorders there, And after a Day improved in 
Faſting and Prayer together, they firſt attempted 
to reduce the Heads of Families to ſet up Family 
Worſhip ; and God gave them great Succeſs; So 
that moſt of the Families in the large Towns heark- 
ned to their Exhortations and Reproofs ; and ſet 
upon the Practice of Family Prayer Morning and 
Evening; every Day having heard and read ſome 
| Accounts of the Religious Societies of young Men 
in London, they were encouraged to endeavour the 
| like among them. And beyond their Expectation 
(od working with them) prevailed with the great- 
eſt part of the Youth to form themſelves into So- 
cieties for Religious Exerciſes, ſigning ſome good 
Rules to be obſerved by them therein ; much like 
the Orders of the Societies of young Men in Lon- 
don. The good Effect whereof was the putting an 
End to and utter Baniſhment of their former 
diſorderly and profane Meetings to Drink, &c. 
and to the great Grief of Godly Minds. 
Theres alſo ſomething done in the Town (and 
in ſome others) towards the founding of a School, 
by getting Lands granted and laid out by the In- 
habitants for that particular Deſign of upholding 
a School. And whereas ſome Prints from Old- 
England certifie us, That the Inferior Clergy are 
adviſed to meet together often, and conſult how to 
promote Reformation: In like manner ſome EI ays 
are made, that Neighvouring Miniſters in this 
Province might uphold ſome ſtated Meetings, to 
conſider of what they may do for the ſame End. 
Now, Sir, our Imitation of the pious Zeal of god- 
y Men in Old England, ig a ſufficient Tn 
C 0 


5 % x 4 4 
rr WES OOO 


2 808 8 - 
TER io. Py —— — 


_— oY 5 W : 8 G. * . - N * 1 
Geek > wy web 1 eee D eric. wy « 


AY og? 
20>... 2 


"8 
5 


q 
3 
v4 
. 
2 


„ 8 _— as td. * _ - * 1 - — 
r n 


rk 


Der 


_ Wo 
DE won? #*'S 


An Account of the Progreſs = 


18 


' of our Approbation of what is doing there. And 


bleſſed be God that there is a great Number in this 


Province, who Daily pray to God for the Proſperi- 
ty of Old England : And eſpecially that Religion 
in the Power and Life of it may Floarifh there. 
Laftly, The Reverend Dr;Mark, Dr. Hits, and Dr. 
Van Til, Divinity-Profeſſors of the Univerſity of 
Leyden, in the Month of December 1705, ſent to a 
Gentleman in England their formal Approbati- 
on of the Societies for Reformation of Manners 
in England, concerning whom they among other 
Things thus ſay: That they are highly pleaſed 
to hear that in England Men of Quality, as well 
as thoſe of an Inferiour Rank, joyn in Societies 
for the putting the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs 
and Immoraliry in Execution; and that the En- 
deavours of thoſe pious Perſons can never be 
enough praiſed, eſpecially in this moſt corrupt 
Age. And they earneſtly beſeech God ro in- 
{pire other Princes and Perſons in high Starions 
with Zeal for his Glory, thar they may oblige 
choſe whole pacricular Province it is to put the 
Laws againſt Impiety in Execution, ro be more 
Vigil ant in tneir Duty, may protect ſuch as are 


Diligent therein, againſt ſnch as oppoſe them, 


and give thñeir Countenance, Cc. to fuch as 
apply rhemſelves to the Extirpation of Vice ; 
and that they for their Part ſhall never ceaſe to. 
excire Men, as much as they can, to ſuch a 
Zeal. EL . 
I could have mentioned another Kingdom 
wherein our Endeavours of Reformation of Man- 
ners ſeem to have had a very great Influence, 
Bur this J forbear upon ſome Conderations at 


* 


preſent ; and the rather, fince the particulars I 


have given yeu are, I conceive, not only ſuffi- 


cient 


S 


the World, be carried on not only in the 


in their bold Attacques upon it; and frequent- 
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— 


19 


| cient to convince you fully, that the Succeſs of 


our Methods of Reformation here, have given 


| Occaſion to Perſons of the Nations beforementi- 


oned, ro whom an Account of our Proceedings 
herein have reached, to ſet about rhe ſame 


Work; and that it will influence more of thoſe 
Nations that are remote when it is known to 
them, by the Tranſlation of che Account of the 
Societies into the more general Languages (that 
are already perfected, or are, we hear, carrying 
on) but may moreover give you occaſion to 
think, that the Providence of Almighty God 
hath, in a particular Manner, favoured this 
: Deſi ign, eſpecially when you confider, how, and 
by what means it was begun, and 'bath been 
| carried on; and rhar by his Bleffing it will pre- 
rail over the Oppotfition made ro Ir from either 


ics publick or private Enemies. 
And now, Sir, give me leave to ſay, Can it 
become any that would be reckoned Chriſtians, 


that have this great Affair laid before them, to 
be unconcerned whether thoſe Attempts which 
! haye been ſo ſucceſsful for the beating down of 


Prophaneneſs and Vice, which have ſo f 1 Tau in 
e 


Three 
Kingdoms, and in our Neighbouring Nations, 


; bur through the Chriſtian World; whether the 


Cauſe of Religion or the Devise $ Intereſt pre- 
vails, ro ſtand Neurer at a Time when their 
Fellow Chriſtians are ſucceſsfully engaged in 
the Defence of our Religion againſt its Enemies, 


ly with the Hazard of their Lives; 3 as lately at 


May-Fair, where fome brave Souls were woun- our Divines. 

ded, and one Conſtable & was barbatouſty mur- Se his Fu- 

der d in the Sight of the Sun and almoſt in the neral Ser- 
1 Face nn. 
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+ One The- Face of the Court, by a Company of Soldiers , 

mas Cook, a who, to the Number of above Thirty, as is de. 
common poſed upon Oath, fell upon the Civil Officers, 
Fencer,hath and their Aſſiſtants, with their Swords in their 
been ſince Hands, and Oaths and Execrations in their 
executed, Mouths, without any Provocation, whilſt rhe F 
and Willi- Conſtables, with thoſe that aſſiſted them, were 


7 4 . 2 Xi 
am Wallis, endeayouring to prevent the abominable Diſor: Þ 
a Serjeant g 


f th _ > ; 
—— to the Commands of Her Majeſty, and by im- 
condemned mediate Direction from the Juſtices of the Peace 


being of that County. 
= OE Bur, Six, = ſpeak with a little more free- 
in this Mur- dom to you, Can you think it either juſtt- Þ 
ther, fable or honourable for one under your Cha- 
racter to ſatisfie your ſelf with talking gravely Þ 
and judiciouſly againſt the Impieties of the Age; 
with ſpeaking kindly of thoſe that are concern- 
ed in the Suppreſſing of them; or even with 
acting ſo faintly in this matter, as to diſcourage 
any that may be concerned with you in it from 
the Proſecution of it; and to ſpeak plainly, to 
contribute, by your Neutrality or Lukewarm- | 
neſs, to rhe giving of Boldneſs and Strength to 
the Oppoſers of this Undertaking, and in cons | 
ſequence, I doubt, to the ſhedding of the Blood, 
and to the utter Ruine of ſome of rhe beſt Sub- 
jects to the Government, if nor ſome of the 
beſt Chriſtians in the Nation, who, I am told, 
are ſo far from being diſcouraged (the heartieft 
of them I mean) by the Oppoſicions and Suf- 
ferings they have mer with from the Enemies 
of Reformation, (who have a freſh Occafion | 
given them to conſider of whom the Blood 
that is already ſhed, and that which may be 
ſpilt in the Work of Reformation, may be re- 
. 55 * quired) 


ders that were there committed, in Obedience 
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quired) that they ſeem to be animared thereby 
wich greater Zeal for their God, as the Mar- 
tyrs of old were by rhe Death of their Fellow. 


Chriftians, No; this 1s, I conceive, a time for 


all that carry the Face of Chriſtians, to exerr 

their Intereſt and Authority, to join their Heads, 
Hearts, Hands, and Purſes in this Noble 

! Undertaking, 


This rherefore is what I moſt earneſtly re- 


© commend to you, that you would be of the 
happy Number of thoſe that give their hearty 
and zealous Aſſiſtance in this pious Enterprize, 
; wherein the Honour of Almighry God and the 
Good of the World ſeem to be ſo much con- 
cerned, and rhereby become a Benefactor ro 
| Mankind, And that you may not be diſcou- 


raged from Engaging in ir for want of Directi- 
on how to promote it, I have herewith ſent 


you ſuch Materials as may enable you to ſer a- 


bout ir with great Advantage after you have 
humbly ſupplicared rhe Divine Direction and 
Aid in ſo weighty an Affair; and which will, 
I conceive, leave you with leſs Excule, if you 
do not in ſome meaſure what you ſhall conclude, 
upon your moſt ſolemn Deliberation upon this 
Propoſal, it behoves you to do therein. 
| You have, Sir, firſt of all, in the Account of 
the Societies for Reformation of Manners in Eng- 
land and Ireland, which I have ſent you, a Nar- 
rative of the Beginning and Succeſs of the En- 
deavours of Reformation, and a general Scheme 
of the Undertaking, with a Perſwaſive to Men 
of all Ranks and Denominations; and a particu- 
lar Addreſs to Miniſters and Magiſtrates, who 
have their ſpecial Obligarions laid before them 
to be zealous in ir: To which are added, His 
C 4 Ma- 
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and Vice, and the Act of Parliament againſt pro- 
phane Swearing and Curſing, which Miniſters 
are toread Four times a Year in their Churches 
and Chappels ; and an Abſtrat of the Laws 
which Magiſtrates are ro Execute for the Sup- 


preſſing of Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, &c. 


And in a little Book, called, 4 Help to Refor- 
mation, beſides the Proclamation, Act of Par- 
liament and Abſtract beforemenrioned, (which 
are Printed for the Uſe of Magiſtrates and Mi- 
niſters) Magiſtrates have Forms of Warrants and 
of a Regiſter in choſe Caſes; Inferior Officers 


have Inſtructions laid before them for their Ex- 


ecuting of their Office with the greateſt Ad- 


vantage; and private Perſons have Prudenti- 
al Rules for the giving of Informations and the 
raiſing of Societies; which Societies, I muſt ob- 
ſerve to you, have been, from the Beginning of 
this Undertaking, and will ftill be, the great 
Ergines for the carrying of it on: And that 
therefore the moſt confiderable Service thar can 
generally be done in it will be, in the Forming 
of Societies, wherein rhe greateſt care in making 
choice of Men of ſtrict Lives and unblemith'd 
Reputation is neceſſary: Inſomuch, that this 
Work will ſeldom fail to go on too ſlowly, and 
not without ſome Obſtruction, in that place 
where there is not a Society of this kind, eſpe- 
cially if there is wanting a good Magiſtrate; 
but much more eaſily, ſteadily and ſucceſsfully, 
in any Town or Village where there is one in 
or near ir, tho it conſiſts but of a few Perſons, 


I have likewiſe, Sir, ſent you ſome Blank Nar- 
rants, for particular Offences, which thoſe that 


give Informations are to keep by them, and r 
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a Majeſty's Proclamation againſt Prophaneneſs 
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All chem up when they have any Informarions 
to give againſt any prophane and vicious Per- 
ſons, with the Offenders Names, Offences, 
Places of Abode, Sc. and to carry them thus 
filled up to the Magiſtrates; and being ſigned 
by them after their Informations are taken up- 


on Oath, to ſend or carry them to the beſt diſ- 


poſed Conſtables to be executed, for the cate 
of Magiſtrates and their Clerks, who when they 
happen, for Reaſons that may be gueſt at, to be 
no hearty Friends to theſe Proceedings, will 
have the leſs Temptations to be backward in 
acting therein, when they have not the trop- 
ble of ſo much as writing, filling up, or ſending 
our of a Warrant, You have moreover lent 
you ſome Liſts of the Names of a vaſt Num- 
ber of Lewd and Diſc rderly Perſons, beſides Com- 
mon Swearers, Drunkards, &c. who by the Dili- 
gence chiefly of only one Sociery of Perſons, 
who apply them ſelves principally ro the Sup- 
prefling ,of Lewd and Infamous Houſes, have 
been brought to Puniſhment in or near the Ci- 


ty of London. By which you may be more ſen- 


fible, whar a horrid Nurſery of Prophaneneſs 
and Debauchery, what a fink of Uncleanneſs 
this City would have been, and what ground 
we have to believe lar Licentiouſneſs and Irres 
ſigion would have more and more prevail d 
in this Nation, had it nor been for the Endea- 
yours of the Societies; and that you may be 
more fully convinc'd with what more Advan- 
tage Men proceed in Societies, chan they can 
poſſibly do alone; rho' I am apt to think, that 
the Caluiſts will not tell you, that Men are not 
ro att ſingly, eſpecially at ſuch a Juncture as this, 
ſor the Suppreffing of Se N Dicbonour 
a N 2 4 ene 
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the Name, the Day, and the Laws of God, when 
they can't find any to unite with; that they 
are not to endeavour to do that good that is in 
their Power to do, becauſe they can't do as 
much Good as they would. I muſt add, that 
you may likewiſe very much promote this 


Work by Influencing of Magiſtrates to do their 


Dury vigorouſly herein; by furthering in as 
many Places as you can the Choice of good 
Officers in Corporations, who will have a ſenſe 
of the Obligations that their Oath and Office 
lay them under, ro endeavour to be ſerviceable 
in this Matter; and by letting Conſtables know 
how great a Power they have for the Suppreſ- 
fing all publick Diſorders of this kind: And by 
endeavouring by your ſelf andFriends,tojencline 
them ro exert their Power, in going about into 
the Streets, Markets, and other Publick Places, 
on Week Days, for the taking up of Drunkards, 
Swearers, &c. and carry ing of them before Ma- 
giſtrates ; and on the Lord's-Day, by inſpecting 
into Publick Houſes, for the preventing of Tip- 
ing; and by raking up of Drovers, Carriers, 
&c. that Travel on that Day, and ſuch as car- 
ry their Wares or Goods about the Streets to 
rheir Cuſtomers, or are found ar unlawful 
Sports and. Paſtimes, as they are directed in the 
Help to Reformation. One or two Conſtables 
that ſhail' thus exerciſe their Office, will be able 
very much, if not who ly, to prevent al! Diſor- 


ders of this kind, in moſt Cities and Corpora- 


tions of the Nation, I am aſſured, that in di- 
vers Corporations of this Kingdom, as well as 
in T-e/and, religions Men have voluntarily taken 
the Conſtables Office upon them, for the more 
effectual carrying on of this Deſign. * 

* then 


the raiſing Societies; by which Societies many 
proper Meaſures will be thought of, and this, Refi 
* Undertaking be put upon the moſt laſting Foun-Jer Ref. 
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then your Endeavours are like to be more ſervi- 
| ceable than in any other thing that I can eaſily 
inſtance, unleſs it be in the promoting of the * 


ee the ge- 


count of the 
Societies 


giving of Informations againſt Offenders, or in 


mation of 
Manners in 


And theſe are the Methods which we find England 


recommended by the Lord Archbiſhop of Can-,, 77... 
terbury in his Circular Letter, dated April 4. land. woe. 
1699. in which the Biſhops of thar Province in „ 58, 39, 
their joint Letter concurred. F The remarka- gg; Se. 
ble Words of which Letter are theſe: Every + The Arch? 
pious Perſon of the Laity ſhould, if need be, be p'ſhoy of 


put in Mind, that he ought to think himſelf ob- Canterbu— 


4 liged to uſe his beſt Endeavours to have ſuch Of- ry's Circu- 
q fenders = by the Civil Magiſtrates as can lar Letter 


is Neighbour Swear, or Blaſpheme the Name ſhops of his 


be no otherwiſe amended ; and that when he hears to the Bi- 


of God, or ſees him offend in Drunkenneſs, or Dioceſs, P- 
Prophanation of the Lord's Day, he ought to give 4. 6. 
the Magiſtrate Notice of it. In ſuch a Caſe to be 


called an Informer, will be ſo far from making 


any Man odious, in the Fudgment of ſober Per- 
* ſons, that it will tend 80 his Honour, when he 
nahes it appear by his unblameable Behaviour, 


and the Care that he takes of himſelf and his Fu- 


 mily, that he doth it purely for the Glory of God, 


and the Good of his Brethren. Such well diſpo- 


ſed Perſons as are reſolved upon this, ſhould be 


| encouraged to meet as often as they can, t con- 


ſult how they may moſt diſcreetly and effettually 


manage it in the Places where they live. 


Here then Miniſters are obliged by their Bi- | 
ſhops to pur the Lairy in Mind of giving of * 


In- 
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Informations ro Magiſtrates againſt Prophane- 
neſs and Vice, as a à matter of Duty, and an 
honourable thing; and to encourage them to 
meet frequently together ; and to conſult how they 
may pe ar! and effectually manage it in the 
places where they live. And in the fourth Page 
of chis Letter, the C[ergy are directed to invite. 
the Church-Wardens of their ſeveral Pariſhes, 
and other Pious Perſons among the Laity, to 
join with them in the Execution of the moſt 
probable Methods that can be ſuggeſted for 
the carrying on a Reformation of Manners ; 
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and we are told, that from ſuch Meetings we 
4 may expect happy Effects. And in the ſame Þ 
5h, Page tis obſerved, that from ſuch Meetings 
iy happy Advances have been already made to- 
b wards a Reformation of Manners, Which is ex- 
| preſſed in theſe Terms; From the viſible Succeſs . 
af | of that Noble Zeal wherewith ſo many about the 
14 * London great Cities in my Neighbourhood do promote 
1 and Welt= true Piety, and a Reformation of Manners. : 
Is minſter, And in his Grace's Letter to the Arch-Dea- 
Fl cons and rhe reſt of the Clergy of rhe Diocels |: 
F, of St. David, publiſhed the latter end of the 8 
4 laſt. Summer, 1703. His Grace was pleaſed Þ 
1 to expreſs himſelf in theſe Terms, © There are 
4 The Arch> 4 great many Religious and worthy Perſons Þ 
IT Biſhop of in many parts of the Kingdom, who do till Þ 


pal make it their Buſineſs to promote the Execu- | 

4 be Arch n of good Laws: And I hope any little In- 
Dea con- diſcretion which may happen among ſome few 
THe and the reſt of them, will not be made a handle ro dilpa- 
bt * rage all ſuch Uſeful Proceedings. And tho 


of the Cler- \ | 
ö 4 of the I am ſenſible that it is not meerly the Fear of 


Dioceſs of the, Law which muſt make People true Chri- 
St. David,“ ſtians yer however, great Good may be done 
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by ſuck Means, thro' God's Bleſſing: And 
they who ar rhe firſt are reſtrained from doing 
Evil our of Fear of Puniſhmenr, may become 
* Virruous upon more Spiritual Motive:, Like- 
* wiſe many Temptations may be removed out 
of the way, eſpecially of Young People, much 
open Scandal and Diſhonour to God and our 
Holy Religion may be prevented: And we 
have alſo reaſon to hope, that if the Edge of 
the Law, and the Authority of che Magiſtrate, 
be turned againſt Impiety and Immorality, 
God will not leok upon our Sins to be Nati- 
* onal ; and ſo we may prevent thoſe Judg- 
ments which orherwile they would bring up- 
* on us: For theſe Reaſons, I think, you will 


do God, and our Church and Nation, good 


Service, if you will make it your Endeavour 
to give the World all the Marks of your Re- 
* ſpect of rhoſe Worrhy Magiſtrates, or other 
* Gentlemen, and alſo of Inferior Perſons, whom 
you ſee Zealous in the Cauſe of God and Re- 
* gion, and excite others ro follow their Ex- 
* ample, 

Now then, Sir, you ſee the Undertaking I 
recommend to you to engage in, is called by 
our great Metropolitan the Caule of God and 
Religion: And you have moreover the declared 
Judgment before you of moſt of our Learned 
Prelates concerning our giving of Informations, 


and our aſſociating for the con ſulting upon the 


moſt probable Methods of Reformation, and their 
judgment with the beforemention ed Approbati- 
on of Societies (publiſned in the Account of the So- 


cieties fer Reformation of Manners) of ſo many 


| Perſons celebrated for Wiſdom, and in high Sta- 


tions in the Church and State, who have herein 
n and State, 3 
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not only declared their Opinion, That the De- 
ſign of putting the Penal-Laws in Execution, for 
the ſuppreſſing of Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, 
2s for the Honour of Almighty God, and tends to 
the Advancement of Picty and Virtue, and the 
publick Good both of Church and State, and cannot 
Fail of being approved by all good Men : But that 
the Methed likewiſe (as the carrying of it on by 
Societies) is maſt proper, and with the Bleſſing of 
God attending it, is moſt likely to prove effectual 
For the promoting a Reformation of Manners. Theſe 
things, I ſay, will afford you an Argument ro 
ſtop the Mouths of fuch Perſons as either 
from unhappy Principles, or their Unwilling- 
neſs ro be reformed themſelves, maybe endea- 
vouring to raiſe Objections againſt rhe giving 
of Informations, and the Meerings of pious Per- 
{ons, to concert the moſt adviſable Methods of 


ſuppreſſing Prophaneneſs and Vice, and the Promo- 


ring of Piet and Virtue, which we call in other 
Terms, Societies for Reformation of Manners. 
But if theſe things will not ſi ence them, you 


may then ask them, whether they can in Trurh 


rhink it does become thoſe that pretend to have 
a Love for God and their Neighbour, contented- 
ly ro hear, without taking any Notice of it, ſuch 
a Multitude that call themſelves Chriſtians u- 
fing, without Fear or Shame, the moſt horrid 
Oatys and Execrations in their ordinary Con- 
verſation, even imprecating Damnation on 
them ſelves and others, as an Ornament of 


Speech; to ſee Drunkenneſs pals among them 


for good Humour, and Lewdneſs for good Breed- 


ing; Publich Hauſes to become Neſts for diſ- 


orderly and profligare Perſons, or Stews for the 


Entertainment of Mens Luſts in all parts of the 
Nation; 
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other ſide, it is not a moſt deſirable thing, and 
of mighty Advantage to Religion, that the 9% ,- ,».,- 


# 


29, 
Nation; *Sodomztes (who have been bur rarely Since the 
heard of in this Nation till the laſt Age) to Trial and 
have their appointed places of Meeting for their Punſbment 
Fs, abominable Villanies, and to encreaſe the Sea- 
rheir Numbers; and Herds of Lewd Women to Captain for 
be continually ſoliciting of Men to Lewdneſs © Sin of this 
in the open Streets; the Lord's-Day prophaned Hes 
inthe moſt impudent manner, by Mens follow- N wy by 
ing of their Trades or ordinary Callings, even“ * 
keeping open Markets on it, or ſpending it in | M's b.. . 
Gaming, Tipling, and Exceſs; in ſhorr, ro ſee N 
their God publickly diſhonoured and Blaſphemed on. were i 
and his Laws trampled on, their Religion pro- fund guilty 
feſſedly attacked, and multitudes of Souls thus uf Sodomy 
to go in a full Cariere to deſtruction, and their Before the 
Country thereby ro be in manifeſt danger of Lord Chief 
being ruined, when 'tis ſo much in their Power, Juſtice 

in this happy Juncture more eſpecially, to pre. Holt che 
vent theſe Enormities, which are attended with laſt Lent 
ſuch dreadful Conſequences, by their joining Mes at 
their Aſſiſtance with their Fellow-Chriſtians, Maidſtone, 


in furthering the Execution of the known Laws A were 


of the Land againſt them, which ſo many Thou- #97 dingly 
ſand Magiſtrares and Inferior Officers have Executed. 
Oarhs and Truſts upon them ro ſee executed, And about 
how ſhamefully ſoever the generality of chem % Mone f 
ave neglected it. N ſince one 


| wasbroucht 
Ask moreover theſe Perſons, wherher , on the , pcs of 


ment tor 2 


* 


greateſt Temprarions to the Sins, ro which Men % in 
are either accuſtomed, or have the greateſt na- London, 


rural Propenſity to, ſhould be taken as much as and ſewers? 
may be out of their way, and the Avenues to them other: hate 


ſtopped, that we might converſe with our bern diſco- - 
Neighbours, or at leaſt go abroad in the World, vere for 
h | ; wich- 
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Her oFen- without the greateſt danger of wounding our 
ces of this Conſciences, or of being laugh d at and ſcorned 
kind, and for behaving our ſelves as becomes Chriſtians; 
have very to have Men reſtrained from an idle and vicious 
narrrowiy Courſe of Life, and be thereby brought to take 
eſcaped rex up with honeſt and uſeful Employ ments; to 
markable have the Lord's Day and other publick Faſt Days 
Puniſhment. obſer ved in a ſolemn and due manner; to have 
Stews rooted our, and the Streets cleanſed from 


lewd and impudent Women, and deteſtable 
Sodomites, that infeſt them; ro have Men res 
trained from broaching horrid Blaſphemies, 
from prophane Swearing and Curſing ; to have 
Men kept from depriving themſelves of their 
Reaſon, and from making themſelves Beaſts by 
exceſſive Drinking; to have publickH ovſes 
kept within their true and reaſonable Uſe 


and Defign; from being Receptacles for 


Perſons to ſpend their Time and Money in 
them on Sacred and common Days; to ruine 
themfelves, and Beggar their Families by their 
Drunkenneſs and Debauchery z to have the moſt 
abominable Diſorders, the execrable Impieties 
of our moſt ſcandalous Play Houſes, thoſe Nur. 
ſeries of Vice and Prophaneneſs (whither our 
Nobility and Gentry are unhappily ſent to learn 
their Accompliſhments in their younger Years, 
ſuppreſſed; ro have Religion delivered from 
the Contempt that prophane and vicious Men 
have ſo much brought upon it by their Impunity, 
and publick Countenance in their open and 


inſolent Violations of it; to have their wicked 


Combinations broke, and frequent and contagi- 
ous Examples of Profaneſs and Vice taken out 
of publick View, National Sins (that bring 
National Judgments) ſuppreſs d, Virtue 3 0 

b onou- 
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honcurable and deſireable, Vice infamous and 
deteſtable; and laſtly, Men brought to a Re- 
gard to Sacred things, to Conſideration, and a 
ſerious Enquiry into the Nature of Religion, 


and in time, with God's Bleſſing, to the Love of 


it, and this by the due Execution of the Penal 
Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, in 
Corjunction with all the other pious and proper 
Methods, as of Inſtrution, Admonition, Reproof, 
of diſperſing of Books for the awakening Men 
to a ſenſe of their Sins, and concern for their 
| Souls, the exciting them to Family Duty, and 
the Promoting the Education of Poor Children 
in the Principles of Religion, Sc. that are taken 
by the Societies for this end. When they have 
allowed theſe things to be ſo highly deſireable 
and neceſſary, as that unleſs they are in ſome 
meaſure effected, or at leaſt ſome other extra- 
ordinary Methods are ſet on Foot then are at 
preſent purſued, there appears no probability 
that the Tide of Wickedneſs will be ſtopped, 
and Religion flouriſh among us; you may then 
ask them further, whether theſe things are not 
what the Societies for Reformation do not only 
directly purſue, but have ſo much already pro- 
moted; that how bad focver our State is with 
reſpect to theſe Matters, yet that tis undoubt- 
edly far better, generally ſpeaking, than twas 
when theſe Endeavours begun, when we were 
under ſuch unhappy Circumſtances, (which I 
forbear ro mention) that if this Underraking 
had not been ſet on foot, we were, I conceive, 
likely to have been one of the moſt debauched 
Nations in Principles and Practice, perhaps in 

the Chriſtian World. „ 
If they will deny theſe things, which, I con- 
ceiye, they will not without great immodeſty, 
you 
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you may then deſire them honeſtly to give you 
their Reaſons for their contrary Sentiments, rather 
than ſecretly to raiſe Prejudices againſt this 
Deſign; and that they would alſo at the ſame 
time propoſe, as is, I think, reaſonable they 
ſhould do, other more Chriſtian and Practicable F 
Methods for the retrieving of Virtue and Reli- 
gion among us, which, as they are profeſſed | 
Chriſtians, they will allow to be neceſſary to 
be endeavoured in one way or other. And if 
they can prove to you, which they can never 
do, in Contradiction, I conceive, ro holy Wrir, |, 
and the general Conſent of Mankind to the 
contrary, that our joining our Endeavours in a a 


a regular way, for the Suppreſſing of Prophane- | 


neſs and Vice, and the promoting of Religion | 
by the other beforementioned Methods, is nor | 
a Chriſtian Undertaking, it will then appear ro | 
you more reaſonable and honourable for them 
either ſecretly ro undermine, or publickly o 
oppole it, after it harh moreover been declared | 
by ſo many Perſons in Authority, to be for the | 
publick good both of Church and State, and | 
the moſt lixely way of promoting a National 
Reformation, and harh evidently proved ſo ſuc- 


ceſsful for this end. Bur till this is done, they „ 


muſt give us leave to :hink, rhar ſuch Perſons [ 
as, our of a Love ro God and Man, are em- | 
ployed in endeayouring, by legal and proper | 


Methods, the hindering the Deſtruction of ſo 


grear a Number of Souls in our own and other 
Kingdoms, and preventing of National Fudg- | 
ments, are engaged in a bleſſed Work; from 
which, tis to be hoped, that neither their un- 
accountable Prejudices and Reproaches, nor the 


Difficulties and Sufferings which are brought 
upon them by their Means, from profligare 


er 


£ 


[2 8 
"I 
ot 
. 
* 
585 
5 2 
My 
— 
* F, 2 
+ 
SN 
75 
os 
-& 
Py 
- 
53 + 1 
Fee: 
5 
Me 
4 d 
gp 


7 
eee 


r 


* 
Ix 
z 


by of the Reformation of Manners. E 


Perſons, in rheir diſcharging rheir Duty therein, 
will diſcourage or deter them; and that tis 
exceedingly much for the Honour of this Un- 
derraking, that after ſo many Thouſand Perſons 
have been puniſhed for their wicked Practices, 
and a far greater Number muſt in all Reaſon 
be ſuppoſed ro have been reſtrained, in ſome 
Meaſure ar leaſt, from their ſinful Indulgencies, 
within the Thirteen Years that this Deſign hath 
been purſued, no Man, that J hear of, ſince the 
firſt Oppoſirion to this Enterprize in its Infancy, 
hath ventured his Reputation ſo far, as ro pub- 
liſh wich a Name any Objections againſt it, to 
tell us any ill Conſequences that it hath produ- 
ced to either Church or State, ro charge any 
Vices on thoſe chat have been employed in the 
forming and carrying of it on, or Irregularities 


in their Conduct of this Undertaking, tho' in all 
this time the Enemies of Reformarion have 
ſurely had a ſufficient Opportunity to confider 
of theſe Matters; ſo that this Deſign ſtands 4 
this time ſo fair in all reſpects wich the World, | 
that even ſince the publick Approbation of the 
Societies by many of our Biſhops, Sc. in the 
printed Account of them 1699. and of almoſt 
all the reſt of them in their Paſtoral Letters 
before mentioned, one of that Reverend Body, % Lit 
the Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter, in his printed: , of Glou 
Sermon preach'd to the Societies 1699. tells them, ms . 7 8 


That the Service they are employ d in is g,,,,,, to 


* incomparably the moſt noble and highly Praiſe 2 che Soc; 
* worthy that it could be poſſible for them ro ecjes for 
be engaged in. And as for Jealouſies of ill Reformati- 


18 Conſequences of their Societies (he ſays) he on preached 


© never heard one wiſe Word ſaid on that June 26, 
* Fopick, and perſwaded himſelf WY 1699,9,39, 
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* ſhould: And then profeſſes the greateſt hope 
he had that God hath ſtill Mercy in ſtore for 
us, is from the excellent Spirit with which he 
* hath endued ſo great a Number of good Chri- 
* ſtians among us, for the running down of 
Wickedneſs, by the moſt juſtifiable Means, 
In their reſpective Stations; and che Encou- 
ragement that his Majeſty hath given to them. 

be Imd The Lord Biſhop of Eh, in his Sermon preach'd 
Bp. of Ely: on the ſame ſolemn Occaſion, not only highly 
Sermon to commended and encouraged the Zeal of thoſe 
the Societies that are engaged in Societies, for the carrying 
for Refor- on of a Reformation, but declared; That he 
mation never heard that any of the Perſons that were 
preach d concerned in the Work of Reformation, were 


Dec. 30. * chargeable with any of the Vices that they 
1700. * were concerned in Supprefling ; and that they 
were Men of Virtue, Sc. and fir Perſons to 

6 


be employed in this glorious Undertaking. 


The Lord The Lord Biſhop of Salisbury, in, his Sermon 


; Bp» of Salis- preach'd March 1700, hath theſe Expreſſions, 
bury 5 Ser ſpeaking of the Endeavours of the Societies: 
von te 117? © Tr gives us ſome ſmall beginnings of Hope, 
Societies for. that in and about this great City, there has 
—_— been for ſome Years a Spirit ſtirring, that 
— 3 * looks like a Reviving, as if our dry Bones 
22 — x; could live again: Bleſſed be God for this 
1700-20, © Door of Hope which he is thus opening; and 


= * . © bleſſed be they of the Lord who have offered 


tthemſelves ſo willingly before him, and be- 
fore all. People; their Names ſhall-be of 
good Savour in the preſent, and in the ſuc- 
ceeding Generations, who have begun to ſer 
forward fo noble a Defign, to put a ſtop to 
ſo many vicious Practices, and to raiſe a Spirit 

- of true Piety among us. Theſe are the 155 
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of rhe Earch, the Pillars of it, and the Light 

of the World. 5 

The Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, in his Sermon 

preach'd to the Societies March 30. 170. The Lord 
applied himſelf in theſe Terms to the Perſons Bp. of Che? 
concerned in the Reformation of Manners : {ter> Sermon 
Vou who are concerned in Societies, on pur- 79 the Soci- 
poſe for the promoting this great and noble eties for 


poſition, eſpecially when you firſt entred upon preach 


C by fo much the greater will your Re 
* ward be. The meſt difficult part of your 


Work is already over, and your Progreſs for 
the future will be daily more eaſie. You have 
the Hearts and Prayers of all good Men with 
you; yea, the Almighty Lord and Governour 
of the World is on your fide. Since it is his 
# Cauſe you have undertaken you need not fear, 
tho all the Powers of Earth and Hell ſhould 
be muſtered up againſt you. Go on therefore 
couragiouſly in the Work you have ſo happi 
ly begun, and in which you have hitherto met 
with Succeſs beyond your Hopes; many even 

of the moſt remote Parts of the Nariori have 

already followed you, and rhe reſt, when they 


# ſhall come to be better acquainred with ir, 


may be influenced by your Example, till by 
Degrees ſuch a general Reformation may in- 

ſue, as may make this a happy Nation, and 

may render your Names for ever Bleſſed who 

have been the chief Inſtruments of it. 
The Reverend Dr. Kenner, in his Sermon 75, Rebe 
preach'd to the Societies laſt December 1701. rend Dy. 
Jays thus: Firm Alliances and ſtrong Confe- Kennet's 
deracy was needful 3 pull down the W Sermon f0 
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he Socjeties* of Sin and Wickedneſs. A Mercy of God. 


for Re for 
at ion 

preach a 
Dec. 11. 
1701. 


* thar Men of Honour and Conſcience fell into 
* a happy Underſtanding, and joined Hearts and 
* Hands ro reduce the exorbirant Power of Sa- 
tan. My Brethren, Divine Wiſdom did di- 
* rect you, Sc. Your voluntary Societies to ſup- 
* preſs Vice and Immorality raiſe nor the Jea- 
* loufie of your Governours, they are wiſer and 
better; they only raiſe the Envy of the Wick. 


de d, and the Fury of Hell. The Devil and their 


* earthly Fiends do know, that you have now 
an Army of Chriſtians to engage their Spiritu- 
* al Powers, with all Proſpect of Succeſs 10 


your glorious Expedition, Sc. 


© Your Want of greater Succeſs has been ow. 
* ing to the Obſtruction and Oppoſition from 
* the Adverſaries of God and Goodneſs, who 


have put Stumbling Blocks, and even Snares in 


__ © your Way ——— The Wonder is, That God 


© ſhonld bleſs ſo {mall a Beginning with ſo great 
an Encreaſe of Proſperity and Sk Effects ; 
* ez; raiſe the Envy of the Wicked, when I ſay, 


© that the Fame of our Engliſh Societies, ro ſur- 


preſs Vice and Prophaneneſs, has ſpread into 
* many Lands. The ſeveral Accounts of our So- 
* czeties have been Tranſlated into many Lan- 
* euages: The good Example has been tollow- 
* ed in ſome Foreign Parts, from whence Let 


ters have been often ſent hither from Men of 
*rhe higheſt COUNTS: to extol this pubiick 
Spirit of our Nation, and to pray for the] 


* Almighry's Bleſſing on it Within a few 
Tears, by the working of this publick Spi- 


©xir, a Multitude of Sinners have been re. 


prov'd, and to Appearance at leaſt have been 
reform d; by a moderate Calculation, no less 


than 
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* than Thirty Thouſand Perſons have been con- 


* victed for prophane Swearing and Cui ſing, near 
the ſame Number of Lewd and D:ſorderly Per- 
* ſons have been brought ro a merciful Punifh- 
ment, and were thereby reclaim'd from their 
Vices, or at leaſt reſtrained from the publick 


Scandal of them, Sc. Above One Hundred 


Thouſand Books of Religion, and Diſſiweſives 
from the Vices of the Age, have been given away. 
All rhe Inhabitants of this City can arreſt 
this Truth, That of late Years Lewdneſs and 


* Prophaneneſs have been viſibly decreas d, &c. 


Tis, I think, worthy the Care of our Cler- 
* gy ro countenance thoſe Perſons of their Pa- 
* riſh who have voluntarily engaged ro carry on 
the Work of Righteouſneſs and Judgment, of 
being Fellow-workers in converting of Sin- 
ners, and Saving of Souls. Hy | 

The Lord Biſhop of Oxford, in his Sermon 


preach'd to the Societies for Reformation of The Lord 
Manners Decemb. 1702. hath theſe Expreſſions; B. of Ox- 
* Since the Deſign and Tendency of the Son of ford's Ser- 


* whole Tranſaction in that Nature, was to ex- 
* tirpare Wickedneſs and Vice, and promote 
Purity and Holineſs among Men, what an un- 
ſpeakable Comfort and Encouragement muſt 
* this Doctrine afford to all thofe that are ſeri- 
* ouſly. concerned in that Glorious Attempt of 
* Reforming a looſe Age. Suffer then the Word 
* of Exhortation, and of Conſolation too, I brave 
and truly Heroich Souls, who have entred into 
*a holy Confederacy, not only againſt Fleſh and 


Blood, but alſo, againſt Principalities, againſt 


* Powers, againſt the 


Rulers of the Darkneſs of 


* this Norld, againſt 6 VVickedneſs in high 
| 3 


Places, 


mon to the 
Societies for 
Reformati- 
on preaches 
Dec. 3%: 
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* Places, Your Adverſaries are numerous and 
* powerful, the Prince of the Power of the Air, 
with his Rulers and Companies, and the Chil. 
* dren of Diſobedience upon Earth, in whom he 


wor eth, all evil Spirits, and all wicked Men; 


* and from theſe ye muſt 2 the moſt vi- 
gorous and obſtinate Oppoſition : But be not 
afraid of their Terrors, remember that the Bar. 
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6 Sipners againſt himſelf, you will not for any 


Ne- 
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© Sake and Service, grow weary and faint in 


ol all wiſe and good Men. You will perſevere | 


be tranſported at the Approach of Death? 


© mendable and good; Approved by all whoſe Canterbu- 
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« Reproaches you ſhall ſuffer from ſuch, for his 


* your Minds: You will go on with Alacrity 
* when you are afſur'd of rhe Countenance and 
* Encouragement of yaur Governours; when 
* your molt Gracious Queen, in the very Begin- 
* ning of her Reign, has publickly own'd rhe 
* Cauſe you are engaged in; and when you 
may with the greateſt Confidence depend up- 
* on the Value and Eſteem, the Love and good 
Wiſhes, the fervent Prayers and beſt Aſſiſtance 


tothe End in this God - lixe Employment, when it 
* affords you the glorious Proſpect of being found, 
* when your Lord ſhall call you hence, doing chat 
* which he himſelf was doing, when he was here. 
With what Exrafies of Joy will one ſo found. 


The Reverend Dr, Stanhope, in-his Sermon The Reve- 
preached to the Societies, December 28. 1702. rend Dr. 
{aysrhus : The End you propoſe ro your ſelves Stanhope, 
by thele Societies, is without Diipute com- Dean of 


Approbation is of Value; Countenanc'd ih TJ. #7 _ 
particular manner by that pious Queen of GENE TY If 
| . the Socetie; 9 
ever precious Memory, Sc. Enforced fre- fir nl ; : i 
* quently by his late Majeſty, and now afreſ , e 
| 5 2 . mation 

by her preſent Majeſty. Bur till, though oreachel ' 
back d and ſupporred with all theſe Advan- Dec. og : 
tages, Reformation of Manners, almoft above 3702. = 
any other Undertaking, is certain ro, encounter 1 £5 
* with a World of Difficulries and Prejudices, 1 
5 I dare preſume, upon leave in your Names, to 
declare, that you know not how to wiſh any 

thing more for the general Reputation and 


Advantage of the Work you have undertaken, 0 
Advantage o Y NE: und 
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than that all Perſons, fit to be ſatisfied with the 


Methods as well as Deſign, would ſtrictly en- 


* quire into your Orders, the Caution, the 
Prudence, and rhe Endeavours that no Irregu- 


© Iarity fhall blemiſh the Management of them. 


It is fo far from being a Comforr or an 


3 Abatement, as to be indeed the higheſt Ag- 


* gravation of our Folly and our Sorrows, to en- 


joy the beſt Laws, and the happieſt Conſtitu- 


tion, if we turn the one into à dead Letter, 
* and will nor ſuffer our ſelves ro be Bleſs'd by 
* the other, Bur Bleſs'd by either we can ne- 
ver be, except effectual Care be taken for the 


* exemplary Puniſhmenr of Wickedneſs, which 


*1f Triumphant, and once an Over-match for 
Authority and Virtue, will ſoon ſubrert the 
*very Foundations upon which all Govern- 
ment ſtands, and muſt, in the Courſe of things, 
* prove our ſwifteft, our heavieſt, and moſt 
irreparable Deſtruction, Sc. 

Pray let any ſerious Man conſider, Is it our 
Security, our Honour, to have wholeſome 


* Laws 5 and can it be infamous to endeavour 
that we ſhall have them to no — Is 
_ © this to be Subjects and Patriots? Is t 


is to be 
good Men and Chriſtians, to think Civility 
* obliges us ro ſee the moſt Sacred things in- 
ſulted and trodden under Foot, without vin- 


dicating or taking any Notice of the Affront ? 


Did Martyrs even dare to die for Religion, 


* when the Laws of the State were againſt it; 


and have not we the Courage to ſpeak or ſhew 


any Concern for Religion, when the Conſti- 


tution is on our Side, and all for Fear chat they 
* who have no Regard to Religion, ſhould hate 


or revile us for calling them to Account? Can 


* 
2 any 
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any Fidelity oblige us ro flatter Men in Wick- 
* edneſs, or the Rules of good Breeding ſuper- 
« cede thoſe of the Bible and our Stature Book 2 
»The Heathen Orator could ſay, That no 
* Friendſhip binds againſt the Common. Intereſt. 
And is it then a Bar to the higher and antece- 
dent Engagements of Oaths and Vows, and 
* Sacramental Covenants ſuperadded to the Ad- 
vantage of the Publicx? Let us not, I be- 
ſeech you, continue to delude our ſelves with 
* falſe Notions and empty Names , for ſuch are 
Honour, Decency, and Friendſhip, when {er 
* in Oppoſition ro Virtue, Religion, and rhe 1 
Common Good: nay, theySare worſe than 9 
* empty Names, they are the Honour of Con- 3 
* ſpirators, the Decency of Paraſites, the Friend- | | 
* ſhip of Banditti and Murtherers. | {8 
Light and Darkneſs are not more diſtant 
* than are this venomous Brood from you good 
Men, whoſe only Buſineſs and Deſire it is to 
* reſtrain thoſe Exorbitancies, which no good 


7 


— 


Man can, or ought, patiently to ſee rampant, 1 
* and out- braving the Laws of God and Man 9 
* by their Impunity, Sc. 1 


* The only Part remaining for me on this | 1 
Occaſion, is to ſay, for all the Good ye have | 
* already done the Cauſe of God and Virtue, 4 
hleſſed be ye of the Lord, Ge. 6 
The Biſhop of Chicheſter, in his Sermon De Ld. Bp. of + nl 
preached on the ſame Occaſion, March 30th Chicheſter's 1 
170g. thus expreſſed himſelf: Almighty God Sermo nto = 
expects that his Honour ſhould be righted, 2% Societies 
* his Juſtice vindicated amongſt Men, by their forReforma- 
making ſuch Laws as ſhall beſt anſwer that ien, preach- 
End, and by ſupporting thoſe Laws by-a due cd March ll 
* and vigorous Execution, as the Caſe ſhall re- 3% 1793» . 
JJ When oo 
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if ever, ro 


When Matters are come to this Extremity, 
* when the Provocation runs high, chat Au- 
* thority is affronted, and the moſt ſacred things 
© prophaned ; that Men make a Mock at Sin, 
and ir walks abroad with a barefaced Impu- 


© dence, Compaſſion is then a Fault, and next 


* ro them that do offend are they to be repu- 
* red guilty, who have it in their Power, and 
to whoſe Station and Place ir doth belong, 
* ſhall yer take no Care to diſcountenance and 
* Puniſh that which the Law of God and Men 
do aſſign proper Puniſhments for, &c, 

It becomes neceſſary ro make an Example 
© of. notorious Offenders, partly for their own 
* Sakes, . whom when nothing elſe wall, 
* this may happen to reclaim ; and much more 
for the Sake of others, chat, as rhe Apoſtle 
| faith, others may fear, who when they ſhall ſee 
the Laws impartially executed, are then likely, 

41 reform'd, and prevented from 

* committing the like Crimes, tho' otherwiſe 

*rempred or difpoſed to the Practice of them. 
There are private Perſons who may obſerve, 
© reprove, admoniſh, threaten diſcover, complain, 


appeal, and who are to act as the Occaſion 


* ſhall offer; and indeed without this little Good 
is ro be done; becauſe thoſe that have Au- 
* thority to puniſh, have not the Opportunity 
often of obſerving, ſo that, generally ſpeak- 
ing, as a Reformation depends much upon a 
due Execution of the Laws, ſo it is as much 
* depending upon a due Information; and 
* which is ſo much the harder ro find a Zeal 
for, becaule it is in them that undertake it, 
a voluntary Act, and to which they are by 
no other Law obliged ordinarily, than that 

„ | - Oz 
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© of Conſcience, and a true Zeal for the Ho- 
* nour of God and the Good of Mankind, Sc. 

© Perhaps there is no Nation in the World 
that hath ſo good Laws: againſt Immorality 
and Vice, in all Inſtances of ir, as ours: And 
therefore if the Execution correſpond with the 
Law, there cannot but be a due Regularity 
* amoneſt all Orders of Men. But the Laws 
© of themſelves are a dead Letter, and 'ris Ac- 
* cuſation and Execution gives Life ro them; 
and if either of theſe be wanting, that either it 
is not complain'd of (when notorious, and 
there is a Neceſſity for it) or not puniſhed up- 
* on the Complainr, the Nation it ſelf is in Dan- 
ger, and the Government muſt fink under rhe 
Weight of ſuch Remiſneſs, and all the evil Ef- 
* fects which follow ſuch a Neglect, will be 
* juſtly chargeable upon them, who either as 
private Chriſtians, or Men in Place, are ob. 


* liged to ſtand up in maintaining thoſe Laws 
e a: 


* in full Authority, which have been mad 
* mongſt us, Sc. | 
What remains then, bur that ſince we have 
all by Profeſſion lifted our ſelves under the 
* Banner of our Lord and Saviour, againſt Sin, 
the World, and the Devil, that we in our ſe- 
* veral Places and Capacities wage War with 
* thole Enemies of his Kingdom and our Salva- 
tion, that we, as St. Fude ſaich ver. 3: Be ex- 
* horted that we earneſtly contend for the Faith 
* which was once delivered to the Saints, againſt 
* all Irreligion, Blaſphemy and Prophaneneſs ; 
* againſt all Wickedneſs and Immorality, and 
< perſevere therein notwithſtanding all Diſcou- 
* ragements whatſoever z and may this ſo be 
done to the End, Bur when I ſay Diſcourage- 
W 1 
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ments, I may recal it, When we have not 
only the Protection, but the Authority and 
Command of Her preſent Majeſty to enforce 
lit. When we have ſuch viſible Succeſs at- 
tending this Undertaking, When that which 

* was like Elijah's Cloud, as a Man's Hand, 

has extended it ſelf far and near not only 
through many, if not moſt of the Reformed 
Churches of Europe; but hath carried its tri- 

N * umphant Banners even ro America, and we 
_ * hope, in Conjunction with that ſo celebrated 


a Corporation now eſtabliſhed, may end as 


well in the Converfion of the Barbarous Na- 5 


tives of remote Parts ro Chriſt ianity, as of 
* Chriſtians io a better and more religious 
* Temper and State of Life, Sc. | 

What Encouragement is this? Or when 
had the Nation or Church a greater Glory 
attending it? When a Work ſo honourable 
to our Religion hath England appearing at the 
Head of it? So that upon rhe Proſpect of what 
is in View, ar d of what is under Conſideration 
* amongft us, God ſeems to have a Reſerve of 

Mercy for this Church and Nation, &c. 
Te Reve- The Reverend Dr, Willis, in his Sermon 
dr.. preached to the Societies Decem. 1703, thus ex- 
Willis Deaz preſſes himſelf: As our Bleſſed Saviour was 
of Lincoln, © contented ro do Good, notwithſtanding all the 
his Sermon Ingratitude and evil Returns he met with; 


to the Socie- ſo he did at laſt lay down his Life in the 


ties for Re- lame Cauſe. All this he under went to do us 

formatien good; and therefore I hope we fhall not 

preach'd grudge a little of our Pains and Charge to car- 

Dec, 1703. ry on thole good Deſigns, for which he did 
and ſuffered fo much, Ge. } 

* 1 ſhall rake Notice of ſame of thoſe Ways 
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* or Inſtances, wherein more eſpecially we ought 
to do good to others, and whereby we may beſt 
© ſerve the Deſign of our preſent Meeting together. 
: We ought, as Providence puts it in our 
Power, to do what Good we can to the Souls 
* of Men; and as this is really the greateſt 
Good we can do them; ſo there is no Man 
but may one Way or other be ſerviceable in 
this Reſpect, &c. And a great deal of this 
might be done without ſetting up for the Of- 
* fice of Miniſters, would Men, as I have ſhew- | 
*ed before, do the Duty of good Fathers, and 1 
good Maſters, of good Magiſtrates, and good . 
Friends, of good Men, and good Neighbours, Sc. 1 
2. It is the Buſineſs of him that is a Magi- 
ſtrate, or to whom God has given Power, and 
Authority, and Reputation in the World, to 
* make ule of thoſe Advantages to reſtrain the 
* Wickedneſs of Men, to prevent Publick Scan- 
dal, and to incourage thoſe that do well. "Fis 
certainly the Duty of ſuch Perſons, tho they 
cannot prevem all Vice, yet however to ſee WW. 
that Wickedneſs ſhan't openly and publickly in 
brave it; that it ſhan't grow impudent and 4 
* barefaced, and run down Piery and Religion. 
In fhort, tis the Duty of thoſe in Power and 
Authority ro ſtand up for the Cauſe of God, 
* who gave them that Power, to be Men of Piety 
and Religion themſelves, and to do what they 
can that other People may be ſo too, Sec. 
* I ſhall add only theſe Two Conſiderations 
on this Head, and then proceed. 
It, That Wicked Men are, I wont ſay ſo 
* zealous, but ſo buſie and active in promoting 2 
Wickedneſs in the World (in procuring Com- BE. 
© panions in Sin, and in making Lewdneſs and : 8 
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Debauchery eaſie to Mens Conſciences; that 
the World will be in great Danger of being 
over. run by it, if thoſe that are good wont in 


ſome Proportion endeavour to ſtop the Tor- 


* rent; and take ſome Pains to reclaim, as 
© well as others to corrapr and debauch thoſe 
* abour them. And certainly this 1s one of all 
© the Cauſes in the World that Men need not 


*and ſhould nor be baſhful in; for ir is ro be 


* aſhamed of doing the beſt Work they can do; 


it is to be aſhamed of the Cauſe of God and 


of their Religion; for 'ris Piety and Virrue, 
and the Fear of God, that are our Religion 


more than any particular Opinions, and he 


that's aſhamed or afraid ro profeſs and practiſe 
* thoſe himſelf, or ro promote them in others, is 
truly aſhamed of Chriſt and his Word; of 
* which I ſhall ſay norhing bur the Weeds of 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, Whoſoever ſhall be 
* aſhamed of me, and of my Word, in this Adul- 
* terous and ſinful Generation, of him ſhall the 
Son of Man be aſhamed when he comes in his 
* Glory before his Father and the Holy Angels, 

* 2dly, The ſecond Confideration I would 
* propoſe is this, That many of us heretofore 
* may have been roo inſtrumental in rhe De- 
* yil's Service, and contributed toward the Cor- 
* ruption of the World, and the Loſs of Souls, 
by our Influence or Authority, or evil Ex- 


"ample; and therefore as God expects we 
* ſhould make Reparation for Wrong done 


according to our Power; it lies upon us to undo 
* this as much as we can, eſpecially ro endea- 


* vour to bring over thoſe Perſons we may have 


been the means of corrupting 3; bur if that be 
- now out of our Power, either by Reaſon of 
| diſtance 
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* diſtance of Place, or diverſity of Condition, or 
* becauſe they are already entered upon their 
* unchangeable Stare, or ſo hardened in Sin that 
ve cannot do any good upon them; yet how- 


ever, ſtill Reparation is to be made to the. 


World for the Miſchief and Diſorder thar 
may have been cauſed by this means, and eſ- 
* pecially ro our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, for the 


* weakening his Kingdom, and the Loſs of 


* thoſe Souls he died to ſave, Sc. 

* The laſt Way I ſhall mention of doing good 
| fro the Publick is, Thar rho' we have no hand 
in Publick Offices or Affairs our (elves, yet we 


*ſhould do what we can in our private Ca- 


pacity to encourage thoſe who are zealous to 
*pur Laws in Execution for the publick 
* Good ; eſpecially for the Suppreſſing of Pro- 


* phaneneſs and Immorality, as being one of the 


* beſt Services they can do both for the Church 
and the Kingdom: Our Duty with Reſpect to 
ſuch Perſons is, ro honour and eſteem them; 
to give them the Praiſe that is due to ſuch 
* worthy Deſigns ; re put the beſt conſtruction 
upon their Actions; and by doing what we 
can to make the thing honourable, ro encou- 
rage others to the ſame Zeal. 

It has been a great Diſcouragement to ſuch 
good Deſigns, that if Men are active to put 
Laus in Execution, they muſt 22 a great 
many whoſe Intereſt or whoſe Appetites are 
to be controled and reſtrained, and ſuch as 
' theſe will be clamorous and noiſie, and they 
will always find ſome to countenance them 
who affect the Reputation of being Wiſe by 
doing nothing, and by neither giving them- 
ſelves nor any Body elſe any Trouble. And 
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* therefore on the other fide, all that wiſh well 


| © ro fo good a Work ſhould ſtand up in their 


Defence, and give them their due Praiſe; and 
» 5 


© make this, which is indeed the Cauſe of God, 


* Honourable in the World. . 

It is indeed the Duty of good Chriſtians to 
be Zealous in the Service of God, whatever 
Treatment they meer with; ro go through 


evil Report or good Report themſelves, ſo they 


can but bring Honour ro God; and J queſtion 


not bur there are a great many who would do 
it, and chearfully roo. But I am ſure it is not 


for the Honour of God, or the Good of the 


* World, that they ſhould be put upon this Tri- 


© al. No; to reſpect ſuch Perſons is what the 
good Cauſe they are engaged in requires from 
* us, and what we ought in Gratitude to pay 
*thoſe who are the Inſtruments of doing Good 
x0the: ,, | 
*E would now in the laſt Place addreſs my 


_ * ſelf to thoſe worthy Perſons who are more par- 


* ricularly concerned in rhe Occaſion of our pre- 
* ſent Meeting rogerher, whether Magiſtrates or 
Aſſiſtants ro thoſe good Deſigns by their Ad- 
vice and Contributions, or laſtly thoſe who 
by their Pains and Trouble in giving Infor- 
matiĩons inable the Magiſtrates more effectual- 
ly to do their Duty, Sc. „ 

© Your good Deſigns, and the good Effects 
© of them, are now fo manifeſt, that I need not 
* give any particular Account of rhem, and much 
© lefs need to fay any thing in their Defence; 
what you have already done, and what you 
* are ſtill doing, does not require an Apology, 
* bur the Praiſe and Fhankfulneſs of all good 
Men, of all thoſe thar wiſh well either to 
on oo u - © Ween; 


nn Ko 7 


W. 


= of the Reformation of M ; 49 


Religion, or their Country; which I hope 
you have, and their Prayers too, that God 
would increaſe your Numbers, and ſtrengthen 


| * your Hands; and give a Blefling ro your En- 


* deavonrs. 
© I have all along hinted at many Arguments 


which may encourage you not to be weary in 
| © well doing; and therefore ſhall now only pro- 


* poſe theſe two things more to your Conſidera- 


| * tion, and ſo conclude. 


1. The f is this: That though the 


Work, in which you are engaged, be in it 


* ſelf a Work of Fuſtice, yet it is alſo a Work of 
* the greateſt Charity. It is great Charity to rhe 
* Souls of Men, to their Bodies, ro their Fa- 
* milies, and ro all that belong ro them; all 


| © which are great Sufferers by Vice and Immo- 


* raliry; Ir is frequently a great Charity and 
Kindneſs to the Offenders themſelves, who 


© may be amended or ar leaſt reſtrained by the 


Correction of the Law: Bur it is always 2 


Charity to our Country to prevent Diſorders 


in it; and to many particular Perſons, who may 
be kept within Bounds by the Example of the 
* Puniſhrhenrt. of others. | 
As a prudent Reſtraint may preſerve a Man's 
© Innocence, and prevent his Corruprion, fo it 
may bring him to Conſideration afrerwards, 
© and by that, be the Beginning of a ſincere Con- 
verſion. When a Perſon finds his Way hedg- 
© ed up with Briars and Thorns, it may make 
him rhifik of returning; and be more ready to 
© hearken to the Monitions of his Conſcience, 
and the good Advice of Friends or Miniſters, 
and we have frequent Inſtarites, of the Con- 
* verfions of Men which have had their Begin- 
= . * iff 
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ning upon this Bottom; and therefore the re- 
moving Temptations, and the making Vice 


difficult and uneaſie by the Execution of the 


Laws againſt it, is upon all Accounts a great 
Charity. 5 

2. The other Argument I would make uſe 
of to encourage your Zeal is this: That the 
* engaging the Authority of the Law, and the 
power of the Magiſtrates againſt Immorality 
and Prophanenefs, is the moſt likely Method 
* to prevent the Judgments of God, which they 
* may otherwiſe bring down upon our Church 
and Nation. 

National Sins deſerve National Judgments; 
* and unleſs God have ſome other wiſe Ends of 
his Providence to ſerve by ſparing ſuch a Nati- 
© on, will very likely bring them down upon it; 
© upon which Account the beſt Service we can do 
our Country is, to endeavour, by a general Re- 


formation, to appeaſe the Wrath of God: 
But if that cannot be done, however to turn 


the Edge of the Law and the Authority of 


the Nation againſt Sin and Wickedneſs, which 


if we do, we have Reaſon to hope, that though 
the Offenders may be many, yet that God 
will not look upon the Wickedneſs to be Nati- 
* ora], nor puniſh the whole for it; but let eve- 
ry Man bear his own Burthen, and the Guilt 
follow only the particular Offenders. 

Ihe laſt thing I would obſerve is this: 
* Thar rhis Zeal of Phine has, which you ſee had 
* tuch great Effects, was only the Zeal of a ſin- 
* gle Perſon ; which ſhould be a great Encou- 


* ragement to us, to do our Duty, and to be 


© Zealons for God and Religion, though we 
have not ſo many to join with us, as we 
. might 


x 
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might perhaps deſire. I am afraid that a great 
many are apr to be diſcourag'd by thinking that 
all they can do will fignifie very little, as to 
the main of Affairs; that if the World be wick- 
ed, it is like to be ſo ſtill, when they have done 
Kall they can; and that if God be angry with 
aus for our Sins, it is not a ſingle Perſon, or a 
| *few, that can turn away his Wrath: Such 
Thoughts as rheſe, I doubt, make too many lie 
quite ſtill, and neglect to do what otherwiſe 
they might and would do: bur we ought ro 
remember, that if every one ſhould make this 
Excuſe for himſelf, as it is certain one may 
e make it as well as another, the World would 
quickly be a ſad Place, and much worſe 
chan it is; and on the other ſide, did none diſ- 
courage themſelves by this, it might quickly 
be much better. We ought all therefore chear- 
fully to do our Duties in our ſeveral Starions, 
and leave the Event to God. It is not any one 
Soldier in an Army that can, tho' by the great- 
* eſt Valour, do much towards the Succeſs of 
a War; bur if every one ſhould under tliar Pre- 
*rence excuſe himſelf, they would then altoge- 
ther do nothing. We cannot tell how much 
Good a Man may do in the World, that does 
- | © heartily and ſeriouſly ſer about it; or how few Fo 
people, that do with Zeal and Vigour fer 75 
themſelves againſt the Wickedneſs of the Il 
*Trmes, and heartily interceed with God, may 
turn his Wrath away from us. We cannot 
bur be all ſenſible what Marks of his Diſplea- 
ſure we felt in the late dreadful Storm, and 
in what a Critical Poſture our Affairs now 
ſtand; and therefore how much it concerns us 
| 8 E 2 1 fo 
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to make our Peace with him, leaſt he quite 
give us up. | | 
* To conclude all in a Word: We have this! 
further Encouragement to do our Duty, that 
if God ſhouid, for the Sake of thoſe that are 
good among us, think fit to ſpare us, yet they Þ 
* who do by their ill Lives and Negligence | 
their part to provoke his Wrath, ſhall have] 
* all the Guilt of it ro anſwer for in Another 
World: and on the other Side, there is this | 
Comfort for thoſe who do endeavour to ftand Þ 
in the Gap, that if notwitbſtanding all they) 
can do, yet Iniquity does ſtill ſo abound, that F 
* God ſhall think fit to give us up, their Labour] 
* ſhall not be loſt ; God will either ſave them 
from the common Calamity ; or bleſs them 
under it; or, which will be better than all, by 
it bring them to Heaven. | | T 

Th ford -- The Lord Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry, ; 
Biſhop of in bis Sermon preach'd ro the Societies, lays| 
Litchfield thus: © I preſume the Time might be ſpent not 
and Coven- © unuſefully in a farther Enlargement, Sc. but 
try's Ser. © cenfidering rhe Purpoſe of our preſent Meer-P 
mon to the ing, I think my ſelf obliged to uſe em rather] 
Societies for as rhe Occaſion than rhe Subject of what IÞ 


Reformati- © intend to ſay, by applying them to thoſe wor 


on preached © thy Soldiers of Chriſt, who have liſted them-Þ 
Jan. 1. * ſelves a ſecond time under his Banner, againſt Þ 
2705. * the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. We all!“ 
did it in Baptiſm, when we ſolemnly profeſ. 
ſed and engag'd our ſelves to live in a State of 
* irreconciteable Enmity with them to our Lives 
End; and we are too caſily brought to flatter 
* our ſelves that we have diſcharg'd this Duty, 


* when we have been faithful to our ſelves and) 


our own Spiritual Intereſt, when we have 
| * *gdri- Þ 
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© FE © driven the Enemy from our own Doors, and 
„make good our Defence againſt his Aſſaults: 
gut thoſe Perſons certainly take the Duty in its 
wa true and full Latitude, whoſe Zeal carries them 


yl ſeek him our, and to attack him wherever 
J © he1s to be found; ro reſcue the Weak and rhe 


85 Deluded, the Caprive and the Priſoner out of 
0 © *his Hand. Grounding my ſelf therefore upon 


the infa lible Doctrine of the Text, that it is not 
uu being a Member of the beſt Church in the 
World, where the Sacraments are rightly admi- 
ñniſtred, and the Truth taught without Mixture 
= *of Errors; where the Faith is fincere, the Pray- 
ers devour, and the whole Oeconomy edifying ; 
= © raking it, I ſay, for granted, that it is not being 
Member of ſuch a Church; nay, that it is not 
an exact ourward Conformity to fuch a Church 
that will avail ro Salvation, without Purity, 
„and Sanctity, and Moral Hu neſty; I may truly 
“ ſay, chat the Societies for Reformation of Man- 
ners, whole difficult Endeavours are all dire- 
7 cted to this only and bleſſed End, are highly 
2 © ſerviceable ro God, and to the Church: And 
I ſhall endeavour to prove it in theſe following 
Particulars; by ſhewing, 
Firſt, That their Labours have a direct 
Tendency to make the Preaching and Miniſtry 14 
bof the Clergy ſucceſs ful. | | 4 
- |} Secondly, That they help the Civil Magiſtrate 1 
cl in the Diſcharge of his Duty. And, 
"'F Thirdly, That fingle Perſons would be able 


co make little Progreſs in ſuch a Work, (how 

good ſoever their Intentions might be) unleſs 

they acted by Concert and mutual Agreement; 47 
{whereby they might be able to ſtrengthen each | 90 
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other in oppoſing the Hardſhips they are ſure 
i (to encounter with. And, | 
„ Firſ?, That the Labours of the Societies for 
7 Reformation of Manners, have a direct Ten- 
of * dency to make the Preaching and Miniſtry of 
3 | the Clergy ſucceſsful : The Prieſt's Lips (lays 
. * Malachi) ſhould preſerve Knowledge, and the Peo- 
. ple ſhould ſeek the Law at lis Mouth; for he is, 
1 as our Church in her incomparable Office of 


Ordination expreſſes it, a Meſſenger, Watch- 
man, and Steward of the Lord, to teach and to 
premoniſn, ro feed and provide for the Lord's 
Family, to ſeek for Chriſt's Sheep that are diſ- Þ 
5 perſed abroad, and for his Children, who are 
* the midſt of this naughty World, that they 
may be ſav'd thro' Chriſt for ever. Here is 
_ * Buſineſs of rhe greateſt Moment, and which 
requires no mean Abilities in the Performance; 
to inſtruct rhe Ignorant, admoniſh rhe Negli- 
gent, reprove the Criminal, and correct the 
Obſtinate; to ſtruggle againſt Principalities 
| * and Powers, againſt Mens corrupt Inclinations 
4 | and Paſſions, againſt evil Cuſtoms and wick- Þ 
*ed Habits, unreaſonable Prepoſſeſſions and | 
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of * groundleſs Prejudices : And yet an honeſt and 
4 good Paſtor would hope, with the Bleſſing of 
15 God, to ſurmount theſe Difficulties, if he could 
1 but come to grapple with them. But how ſhall Þ 
1 he preach to him chat will not hear? How | 
1 * ſhall he reprove the Scorner that ſhuns him? 
# Or puniſn the Reprobate that deſpiſes the Cen- 

gh * ſures of the Church? Whar will he care to 

$4 * be cur off from our Communion that has for- 

15 * ſaken it before? If that dreadful Sentence 

+ drew down from Heaven (as in the Infancy of 

11 the Church ) ſome ſignal Judgment upon the 

+ 5 5 Head 
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Head of him againſt whom it was denounced, 
| © one would hope fuch a deſperate perſon mighr 
+ | © be awakened and feel, rho' he would nor be 
brought to hear of his Danger. Bur in theſe 
f Y © latter Ages God has not appear'd thus viſibly 
in Vindication of that Authority he has given 
co the Church; and as ill Subjects ſlight Hu- 
mane Laws that are nor enforced with ſome 
Penalty, fo Reprobate Chriſtians deſpiſe and 
laugh ar Penalties, which they do not ſee follow'd 
with immediate Execution; and fince this 1s 
the Caſe, what melancholy Reflections may 
* one ſuppoſe a good Pariſh Prieſt, eſpecially in 
 *rhis great City, to have, who watches anxiouſly 
ver the Souls of his People, ſees em on every 
ide drawn away, caught and entangled in the 
Allurements of Sin, and yer finds himſelf want 
Strength and Power to bring them back? Do 
not we think ſuch an one would joyfully re- 
* ceive and thankfully acknowledge the Offers 
of Aſſiſtance? Would he nor think ir a Bleſ- 
* ſing to have ſome in his Pariſh, who would 
© make ir their Buſineſs ro find our the Reſorts 
* *ofthelewd and profligate, the Intemperate and 
> © Irreligious, to bring them to Shame and Puniſh- 
ment for their Follies, and then bring them ro a 
better Life by their Examples, their ſober Be- 
! © haviour, and conſtant Attendance upon the Or- 
* dinances of the Church? How would it re- 
joice his Heart to ſee his Stragglers thus 
brought home, who had broke looſe from his 
* Paternal Care, and whom he had deplor'd as 
* Joſt and dead? So. 
Secondly, * Theſe Societies help the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate inthe Diſcharge of his Duty. He bears 
| © 2204 the Sword in vain: tis his Buſineſs io be 
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Terror to evil Doers, as it is to give Protection 


* and Encouragement to thoſe that do well. Bur 


© rhe former Part he can but lamely exerciſe with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of thoſe who will be ar the 
* Pains to find our and proſecute Offenders, Ge. 
*'Tis a common thing for Magiſtrates to have 
* rheir Ears fill'd with Complaints, and every Bo- 
dy is ready to call upon em to puniſh this or 
that Delinquent; but when they ſet about the 
Buſineſs, and look for Evidence, they frequent. 
* ly find themſelves diſappointed, then an un- 
* ſeaſonable Tenderneſs takes Place, and the 
* Complainant repents that he has brought a Per- 
* ſon in Danger, of whom he is willing to hope 
better Things for the Future: Or he berhinks 
* himſelf that the Nameof an Informer has an odi- 
* ous Sound; andtho' the Perſon indeed be very 
bad, yet he cannot bear the Reproach of his being 
brought to ſuffer thro! his Means. And thus 
it comes to pals, that the Offenders many times 
* lee the Face of a Judge with Impuniry, and 
the Judge by frequent Baffles is diſhearren'd, 


* and grows diſtruſtful. It is a wonderful thing 


that any Government ſhould ſuffer the Name 
* of Informer to carry Infamy along with it, his 
Pretence is always the Service of the Publick, 
his Report is judged of by the Probability of 


the thing, and the Evidence that ſupports it; 


he becomes obnoxious to the Malice and Re- 


ver ge of the accuſed and their Friends, and if 


* he be not upheld by the Authority to which he 
* reſorts, who can look for Informations and 
* Dilcoveries for the future ? And yer Coldneſs 


and Diſtruſt uſnally receives them, and Slighr 


* and Contempr are ſure ro follow 'em. Ir will 
be ſaid perhaps, chat falſe and worthleſs Vil- 
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« lains have too often ſupplied the Office, and 


therefore the ill Character will ſtick ro all that 
take it up; but as that is nor juſt, ſo Reaſon of 
* State can leſs approve it. But this cannot be 
* rhe Caſe with our pious and good natur d In- 
formers; they have no Intereſt or Paſſion ro 
* excite em, no Prejudice or Sp een to be grati- 
* fied ; they love the Perſons they offend, accuſe 
in Order to reclaim, and bring Men to mode- 
rate Puniſhments, rhar they may deliver em 
from utter Ruine. And this, in the Conſequen- 
ces of it, will ſerve the Magiſtrate a more a- 
* greable way than by preſenting Criminals to 
his Juſtice ; for it will lighten his Cares, and 
* ſhorten his Labours. The Ketrrears of Vice 
being frequently diſturb'd, it can! or (ert!e and 
take Root; the Breath of Inquifitive Authority 
blaſts ir, and the Strength of Temptations 1s 
* ballanc'd by contrary Fears and Ag prehenſions: 

* It was an Obſervation long ſince, and paſſed 
without Conrradiction, that the laſt Age was 
*ſtill rhe worſt, the Preacher rouk ir for granted, 
Say not thou what is the Cauſe that the former 


Days were better than theſe: for thou deſt not en- 


* quire wiſely concerning this: But however that 


| E Queſtion may be derermin'd ar preſent, I hope 


we have ſufficient Ground to believe, that che 
next Age will be better than this. Thoſe fin. 
cere, and upright, and hearty Endeavours 


which in this great City, and many others f 


* this Kingdom, are carry d on for the Reforma- 
tion of Manners, and which by our Exam e 


rope, Will in time, with God's Bletfic.g, give a 


0 


that moſt charitable Proviſion that is made for 


are promoted and begun in many parts ot Eu- 


new Face to the Moral World; bur eſpecially 
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8 
the Education of poor deſtitute Children of both 
« Sexes, in the Principles of Religion and Mo- 
© ral Honeſty, and in ſuch Arts and Employ- 
ments as may make them uſeful Members ot 
the Common-wealth, will have ſuch excellent 
and viſible Effects in the next Age, that rhe 
Children now unborn will riſe up and bleſs the 
* Contrivers and Promoters of ſo noble a Work, 
ſo extenſively beneficial to the whole Race of 
Mankind. 

* Third Particular, That ſingle Perſons would 
* be able ro make but little Progreſs in this 


Work of Reformation, how gocd ſoever their 


Intentions might be, unleſs they acted by Con- 


cert and mutual Agreement; whereby they 


might be able to ſtrengthen each other in op- 
poſing the Difficulties they are ſure to encoun- 
ter with. It is not our preſent Buſineſs to en- 
gquire from what Cauſes, or by what Steps, the 
mighty Tide of Vice, Irreligion and Arheiſm 


* 2role, which has appeared ſo viſible in our 
Pays; bur it occaſioned more Melancholy Re- 


flections to the wiſe and ſober part of the Na- 
tion, than all the Dangers that did or could 
* threaten us from abroad; they {aw the fatal 
Tendency it had to the Deſtruction of our Re- 
* ligion and Civil Liberties, and almoſt deſpair'd 


| * of being able ro ſtop a Torrent that roſe ſo 


* high, ard flow'd in fo faſt upon them. The 
late King and Queen, of Bleſſed Memory, 


* rook Notice of it in their Proclamations, and 


*calid for the Aid of their Subjects, of all De- 


* grees and Conditions, to aſſiſt them in the En- 


rerpriſing this difficult Work. Our preſent 
Glorious Queen has done the ſame; and un- 
der their aug icious Protection and Influence, 

„ © many 


r ee, 
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many good and virtuous Perſons have formed 

« themſelves into Societies for that Purpoſe ; and 

God, ho ftirr'd up their Hearts ro the Work, 

has bleſs'd and caus'd it to proſper in their 

Hands. Ir may modeſtly be ſaid, they have 

c 

not only put a Stop to the Enemy, checked the 
* Growth and Increaſe of Lewdnels and Pro- 
* phaneſs, but gained Ground; and it may, with 

great Probability of Truth be affirmed, that 
All their good Inclinarions and Endeayours 
7 


would be ineffectual, if they were not carried 


aon by a joint and united Force, &c. 


* Vice, in its firſt Beginning, creeps low, and 
is timorous, ſteals abroad in Diſguiſe, ſeeks 


for Privacy and Retirement, and dwindles and 
_ * ſhrinks before Superiour Virrue ; bur when ir 


grows to a Head 'ris daring and impudent, 
ſcorns Advice, and hates Reproof, and where 

it is not ſubdu'd, never fails ro inſult ; nay, it 
comes at laſt ro endeavour to put Virtue our 
* of Countenance, to leſſen its Character, and 
out- face its Authority; and when it is thus in 
* its high Career, it muſt be a very vigorous Op- 
* pofition that will not be over-born by it. If 
* the Young appear againſt it, they are told, 
their Paſſions and Inclinations call them to that 
« Side; and if they will not be prevail d upon to 
ego over, they are laugh'd at as Fools hat want 
* Senſe and Spirit. If the Old concern them- 
* ſelves, tis becauſe they are ſuperannuated; the 


Grave are call'd Hypocrites, and the Religious 


Madmen. In ſhort, where Sin and Wickedneſs 
* abound, Reaſon and Advice, let them come 
from whom they will, are not likely to find 
Place; the Magiſtrate indeed is ſtill able to 
* make himſelf be felt, but who ſhall accuſe and 

BE EO PTE nc TTT 8 charge 
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charge the Criminal > This, as I ſaid before} 
is not to be done by particular Perſons, who wil 
certainly be rir'd out with the Diſcouragements 
*and Diſappointments they will meer with, 
how warm ſever their Zeal may be: For 
* the Wicked are in a profeſt Confederacy ; 
* when any one of the guilry Tribe is ſtruck at, 
* the whole is alarm'd ; they fear nothing under 
Heaven, (they would have us believe, nor a- 
* bove it neither) but the Hand of Authority; 
* and therefore he that ſhall endeavour to bring 
them under it, may be aſſur'd ro be charg'd: by 
their whole Poſſe, with Scorns and Reproaches, 
Slanders and Invectives, T areatnings ard ill 
« Uſage ; every thing that may work upon his 
Fear, his Shame, or his Intereſt, and deter tim 
and others from the like Arremprs for the fu- 
ture. But when good and upright Men enter 
into Combinations for the common Cauſe of 
Religion, and the Principles of Morality, they 
make themſelves a Match for the Enemy, 
« whoſe Deviiliſh Artillery will then have little 
bor no Effect; for People will perceive them- 
« ſelves not to be hurt by it, when they have 
«* 4 Party and Friends to go to; they will find 
© it does not leſſen them in their Eſteem ; nay, 
they will find ir cements and renders their 
Union more entire, {ſows rhe Seeds of Love 
* and Friendſhip amongſt 'em, brings them ra 
make that of every individual Brother a com- 
* mon Cauſe, and animares them to freſh and 
more confiderable Encounters. Again, when 
the Friends to Virtue draw together under her 
© Banners, put themſelves in a Poſture of De- 
* fence, conſult and deliberate what is to be 
done for her Service, where the Enemy is 

VV . *weakeſt, 
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4 

veakeſt, and may beſt be attack d, and where 

they themſelves lie openeſt to his Aſſaults, 

there is an Appearance and Diſcovery of 
Strength and Force on her Side, that was not 
; ſeen or believed before; for there is this 
mighty Difference between the two Parties, 
that the one is Noiſie, Preſumptuous and Con- 
© ceired, full of vain Boafts and inſolent Pretenti- 
ons, and always endeavouring, by an outward 

* Shew, to conceal its want of inward Strength; 

whereas the other is calm and filent, ſteady 

and uniform, and unaffected; and 'tis impoſ- 

* fible to compure its true Force till you ſee it 

in the Field. Then it appears, Bleſſed be God, 

that the Tents of Wickedneſs were neither ſo 

numerous nor ſo formidable as it was appre- 

* hended ; and how much ſoever they may pre- 

©rend to have encreas'd and extended themſelves, 

© there remains a ſufficient Power to reduce them. 

Let thoſe therefore, that have drawn them- 

ſelves forth to this Service, go on, in God's 
Name, go on and proſper, the Lord is on your 
* fide, you are certain to have him for your 
Help and Defence; and, which does not al- 
* ways happen, you have Man's Ap ro ation, 


* Reaſon and Judgment, even where they are 


not in Conjunction with Grace, give in their 
Suffrage to you; they know that Liberty and 
Property cannot long ſubſiſt under a gene- 
ral Licentiouſneſs and Diſorder; and what 
« Follies ſoever Men may have of their own, 
* or how much ſoever they may be inclind 
to indulge em, yet they know their ver- 
* nicious Conſequences ſo well, thar whilſt 
* they have any Remnants of Senſe and 
* Underſtanding, they will never be content rc 

* give 
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give them a general Licenſe. Nothing is more 
© obſervable, than that Parents who have lived in 


greateſt Liberty, keep their Children under the 


ftricteſt Reſtraint; which implies a tacit Con- 
£ demnarion of themſelves, and that tis better 
£ for the Children not to follow their Courſes, 
And we may draw from it this certain Conclu- 
ſion; That, excepting only the profligate and 
* the abandon'd, every Body would have 
Reformation take Place in every Breaſt beſides 
his own. Go on therefore, and complear this 
« moſt beneficial Service to Mankind; you have 
*already conquer'd the greateſt Hardſhips, and 
the Way will be every Day more plain before 
«you. The Beginnings of an Attempt are al- 


«ways the moſt difficult; then People are raw 


and unexperienc'd in their Buſineſs, and are of- 
«ten foiled for want of Dexterity; then the 
« ſtrongeſt Efforts are made on the other fide, and 
the Out- guards and Avenues are ſtrengthened 
* apainſt them: but when once the Lines are 
broken, the Enemy falls into Confuſion, and 
© the reſt is a cheap and eaſie Conqueſt. But re- 
member, my Brethren, that you are fighting 
the Lord's Battles, and muſt therefore above 


all things be careful ro uſe no other Weapons 
© bur ſuch as he has put into your Hands; no 


private Ends muſt mix themſelves in this Affair, 
nor may any means be uſed bur ſuch as the 
Word of God approves: All muſt be carried 
© on with the Spirit of Meekneſs and Prudence, 
and to that only End of reducing Men frem the 
Error of their Ways to the Service of God, and 


cs the Uſe of their Country. And if ycu thus 
juſtifie your Commiſſion, and approve your 


ſelyes to be the Children of God, you * 
6 ear 
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fear to encounter his Enemies: For to apply 
* what Haman's Friends forerold him, If ye be of 
* the Seed of the Faithful, before whom they have 
* begun to fall, they ſhall not prevail, they ſhall 
* certainly fall before you, 7 | 
Laſtly, The Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, in his Ser- 
mon preached to the Societies for Reformation Line 
of Manners, thus expreſſes himſelf : © Thoſe . * proc 
* who ſhall attempt to do any great Good in the, © 
World, and make it their buſineſs to correct the g fegte for 
Errors, or to reform the Vices of it, muſt ex- R femati- 
pect ro meet with much Oppoſition, and to be,, preached 
* expos'd oftentimes to the Rage and Malice of nec, 1705. 
_ © Ignorant and wicked Men. 
*'This is indeed a very melancholy Remark ; 
but withal tis a Remark, rhe Truth of which 
* the Experience of all Ages confirms to Us. Ne- 
© ver was there a time in which ſuch Perſons were 
generally ſo well receiv'd as they ought to have 
been: Nor, whilſt Sin and Ignorance prevail 
* among Men, will there ever be a time in which 
they muſt expect ſo ro be. | 
It would engage me in too large a Subject 
* of Diſcourſe, ro look back into the Hiſtories 
not only of the Old and New Teſtament, but of 
© Prophane Miters: and from thence particular- 
ly ſhew you what a perverſe Entertainment the 
* Holy Prophets and Apoſtles, nay, and even the 
* Philoſophers themſelves have mer with, in their 
* ſeveral Ages and Countries. And for the Rea- 
* ſons of ir, they may, I conceive, be reduced 
Ito theſe Two. oe | 
1. © The Nature of the Work it ſelf. And, 
2. The Circumſtances of Thoſe who are ro be 
© wrought upon by it. 2 5 
| 1. 48 
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1. As for what concerns the Nature of the 
Mork itſelf; it is not only Difficult, but Un- 
* grareiul. It requires great Skill and Prudence 
in the Management; and can hardly ever be ſo 
© caurionſly and inoffenfively carried on, as not to 
© miniſter ſome Occaſion of Reſentment ro thoſe, 
* who of all others are the moſt dangerous to be 
© Provoked. IK 

If we conſider the former part of it, The Re- 
formation of Mens Manners ; it is certain, that 


as well as they generally love their Vices; yer 


© there are bur few, who have rhe Confidence to 
* ftand up in the Defence of them. Sin is nor 
© only a Tranſgreſſion of the Law of God, but 
© contrary to Mens own Reaſon. It is as re- 
- my” to Themſelves, as it can be ſcanda- 
* lous to Others; and upon all theſe Accounts, 
will not admit of any juſt Apology, Whilſt 
Conſcience joins Verdict with rhe Reproof, and 
convinces them that they have deferved that 
Shame, which therefore they always look upon 
the moſt Charitable Admonitions to bring with 
them. F | 

Such Difficulry is there in the Nature of the 
* Work it ſelf, of Reforming Mens Manners, and 
© of Correcting thoſe Notions by which their evil 
* Praftices are ſupported. Noris there any leſs ro 
be expected, . LS 

2. * From the Condition of thoſe who are to be 
© wrought upon by us : Who are commonly the 
* wotler kind of Men; and for that Reaſon the 
* moſt difficult ro be either perſwaded or re- 
claimed. | : 

© But this is not yer all: For in rhe Proſecuti- 
on of ſuch a Reformation we muſt expect ro 
meet not only with wicked Men, but with a 
: . « Wicks 
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wicked World: Muft oppoſe a Torrent, and 
ſtand in the Gap againſt whole Multitudes who 

are ready to break in upon us on every ſide. 
Nov this will add ſtill more Difficulty to 
juch an Undertaking: Whilſt by the Genera- 
* liry of its Prevalence, Sin garhers not only 
strength, but Confidence; and encourages 
Men even to juſtifie thoſe Crimes when they 
become generally practis d, which being taken 
* fingly would nor have born the eaſt Excuſe. 

* To reſtrain Men in ſuch Caſes, ſeems to look 
“like a Deſign upon their Liberty: And all a 
Man commonly gets by the Attempt, is but the 
invidious Character of a preciſe, moroſe Caſu- 
* iſt, who would make the way to Heaven more 
© narrow than indeed it is; or at leaſt, than they 
can endure to think it ſhould be. 1 

It were an eaſie matter to illuſtrate this Re- 
mark, in a great many Liberties too commonly 
taken by ſome who would be thought none of 
the worſt among us. Bur that one notorious 
* inſtance of rhe Engliſh Stage, is more than e- 
* nough to confirm rhe Truth of it. The Pro- 


_ © faneneſs, the Lewdneis, the Scurrility of which, 


© tho' it be of it ſelf ſufficiently evident, and has 
© of late been fully laid open, beyond all reaſona- 
ble Contradiction; yet is it ſtill followed not 
* only by the Looſer ſort, but by many who, one 
would think, ſhould deteſt ſuch Spectacles 2 


And by withdrawing themſelves altogetherfrom 


it, ſhould add to its Scandal, and leave it (as 
* it defetves) to be a Neſt only of unclean Birds, 
© nor fir for any, who either defire a good Con- 
© ſcience towards God, or value a fair Reputati- 
on among Men, to reſort unto, 


2 ͤ 
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And thus have I ſhewn, not only that thoſe 
1 © who will ſer themſelves to the buſineſs of Re- 
4 forming the World, muſt expect ro meet with 
4 great Dilcouragements in the Profecurion of it; 
; | but for what Reaſons it is they muſt do ſo. Thar 
the York it ſelf is of a very ungrareful Nature; 
© ſuch as Men are generally rhe moiſt averſe to: 
© And that the Perſons on whom it is to be exer- 
* cifed, are ſuch as have nor only a more than 
ordinary Hatred for it; but will be ſure to ſer 
© themſelves with all their Intereſt and Induſtry 
* to oppoſe it. 
gut what therefore muſt be done in ſuch a 
© caſe? Muſt Men be left to themſelves, and nor 
* be at all contradicted in their Sins? Muſt we 
© ſuffer Vice, like an overflowing Torrent, ro 
© carry all before it, and do nothing to put a ſtop 
to its Career? | 
No certainly? Neither the Glory of God, 
© nor the Concern we ought ro have for our com- 
mon Salvation, will allow of ſuch a Remiſneſs. 
* We muſt ſtem the Torrent, tho' we were ſure 
* we ſhould be ſwallowed up by ic: And be the 
© more firm and vigorous in our Endeavours, by 
© how much rhe more difficult anc dangerous the 
. * Undertaking may ſeem to be. This was Da- 
4 * vid's Reſolution heretofore, and ſhould be thar 
*of every good Man now; Fal. 119. 126. It 
| * 7s time to work for the Lord; becauſe they have 
: © made void his Law, Which therefore brings 
| ; — to the other Point I propoſed to ſpeak to. 
. Via. | | 
| 2. © Thar all this fhould be no Diſcourage- 
i ment to us in our Endeayours, conſidering not 
' * only the Great Good we ſhall hereby do to Man- 
1 | nd at the preſent; but the glorious Reward 


ww 
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which we our ſelves ſhall be ſure to receive for 
it at the laſt Dy. | 
„ ſhall ſay bur very little to the former of 
* theſe Moti ves, the great Benefit which our En- 
© deawours herein will bring to Others, becauſe it 
does not fall directly under the Conſideration 
* of rhe Text, tho' otherwile 'ris one of the Ar. 
* guments made uſe of ro this purpoſe by St. Paul, 
*arthe 12th and I 5th Verſes of this Chapter, and 
ſuch as ought to have a very great Weight 
with us. For, indeed, what can more become 
any Man, than to render himſelf a publick Be- 
nefactor to thoſe among whom he lives? To 
« expend himſelf for the Adv antage of others ? 
And not think any Dangers too great to be run, 
 *any Labours roo grievous to be undergone, ſo 
* he may but do {ome eminent Good to the Pub- 
lick by them? 
This is that Heroick Temper of Mind to 
* which all Men have ever paid a ſingular Re- 
gard. They have thought no Honours too Illu- 
ſtrious, no Acknowledgments too high, for ſuch 
© Services. They have run their Reſentments of 
theſe things even into Superſtition and Idolarry ; 
and worſhipped thoſe, who had devoted them- 
ſelves to the publick Welfare of their Country 
* whilſt they lived. 
No that, in the preſent Caſe, there is tru- 
: I the greateſt good done to Mankind by ſuch 
* Endeavours ; and that whether we conſider 
them as ſingle Perſons, or with Relation to Pub- 
: liel Society, (which nothing can more eſtabliſh 
than Piety and Religion) no one who believes 


the Principles of Chriſtianity can poſſibly doubt. 


And therefore, were we to look no farther than 


this one ching; even this alone might ſuffice 
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both ro excite us to ir, and ro endue us with 
Firmneſs and Conſtancy in the Proſecution ot 
„„ | 

But there is more than this to encourage us 
in this Caſe : For hereby we ſhall not only do 
the grow Good to others, bur ſhall allo rake 


the ſureſt Method to promote our own Felicity. 


© For indeed, what is there in the Power cf a 


Man to do, whereby more highly to recommend 
* himſelf to God's Favour and Acceptance? This 
is truly to direct our Actions to the Glory of 


God, and the Honour of his Religion. And 


« when to this we ſhall add, that it's ro exerciſe 
© the higheſt Charity towards our Neighbour 
©ro0; I know not what can be more deſired to 
© ſhew, that ir muſt be alſo moſt pleaſing to God, 
© and profitable to the Salvation of that Perſon 
, whc diligently employs himſelf in it. 

© Promiſes God has been pleaſed to make to ſuch 
as do this. They that are wiſe, ſays Daniel; 
© or rather, they who make others ſo ;, ſhall ſhine 


© as the Brightneſs of the Firmament: and they 


that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for 


ever and ever, Dan. xii. 3. Brethren, ſays St. 


James, Chap. v. 19, 20. If any of you do err 
* from the Truth, and one convert him ; let him 
* know, that he which converteth a Sinner from the 
* Errcr of his way, ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, 


© and ſhall hide a Multitude of Sins. 


Nor are we to meaſure either the Certainty 
or Greatneſs of our Reward, in this Caſe, from 


the Succeſs of our Labours, bur from the Di- 

_ * hgenee and Sincerity of our Endeavours. 

Nay more: Tho' our Endeavours ſhould 
meet not only with a Diſappointment, bur even 


Hence we may obſerve what extraordinary 
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with a Scorn too: This is truly ro ſuffer for 


* Rightecuſneſs.ſake 3 and will intitle us ro the 
Promiſe cf our Apeſtle in the Mords before the 
© Text, That our light Afflictions, which are but 
for a Moment, ſhall work out for us a far more ex- 
* ceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. 

* Now this, I ſay (2dly,) ought to be more 


than enough to encourage us to go on, againſt 


* all Dangers and Diſcouragements that may 
chance to ariſe, to {top us in this Work. 

For wharis it, in effect, but this that we live 
for? What have we to do in this World, but 
to be uſeful to Mankind, and to lay up a Pro- 
* viſien for our future Happineſs in the next? 
* Ler me add yet more; What is there beſides 
this, that is worth our living for? Let ſenſual, 
proud, ambitious Sinners, value as they will 
* the Picaſures, the Honours and Intereſts of it; 
yet when all is done, ſuch is the Vanity that oc- 
curs in all our preſent Enjoyments, that I can- 
not tel! (a few particular Friendſhips or Rela- 
tions laid aſide) what a Man ſhouid with to tar- 
* ry one Day in this World for, bur ro do ſome 
* Good ; or ar leaſt, to ſhew his hearty Deſires 
and Inclinations fo to do, 

And if this be truly the only ſubſtantial Plea- 
* ſure, Which a Man can take in this preſent 
* State, how much more ought we to be all ani. 
mated herein, when we ſhall add to this, the 
* glorious Proſpect of that cternal Reward, 


*which we ſhail by this Means ſecure tò our ſelves 


in the other World. Where we ſhall nor only 
be ſer intirely free from all the Troubles and 
* Dingers we are here continually expos d to; 
but ſhall be filled with the Fruition of ſuch 
* Happineſs and Delights, as we are now not a- 
ble ro utter or comprehend, F 3 e Whq 
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Matth. xi, 
I 8, I 7. | 


Who can ſeriouſly conſider with himſelf, 
and firmly believe, that by his preſent Endea- 
* yours he is laying up for h:mſelf ſuch a vaſt 
© Rewatrd, and not reſolve to go on and do his 
Duty, let a wicked World never ſo much cen- 
* ſure or oppreſs him for it? This is a Reflection 
that may be more than ſufficient to ſtrengthen 
the moſt weak, and to animare the moſt cold, 


© and negligent Chriſtian, into a hearty Zeal for 


* God's Glory, and his Brother's Salvation. And 
* ſo, doubtleſs, it would do; would Men ſer ir 
frequently in their View]; and bring it home to 
their Conſciences ; and nor ſuffer their preſent 
* Intereſts or Fears to intercept the Proſpect cf it. 


*3dly, We muſt reſolve nevertheleſs to go cn 


in our Endeavours, and lock for that Reward 
* of our Work from God, which the Obſtinacy 
* and Wickedneſs of Men deny to us. 

© Iris no new thing to ſee the beſt Men, ard 
* the moſt worthy Undertakings oppotcd, and 
© rraduced by thoſe who are Enemies to both; 
and that notwithſtanding all their Care and Di- 


© ligence to prevent it. John the Baptiſt went to 
work in a way of Righreouſneſs and Severity. 


He came neither eating nor drinking; and the 
*Reſulr was, Thar they ſaid, He had a Devil. 
Our Saviour Chriſt came in the common way of 
other Men: He eat and drank, and converied 
freely among the People. And of him they ſaid, 
* Behold a, gluttoncus Man and a Wine-bibber ; 4 
* Friend of Publicans and Sinners. 

Thus the Fews decry'd theſe Holy Perſons 
© heretofore ; and thus others continue to reproach 
the beſt Men now. The Diſciple is not above 
* his Maſter; nor the Servant above his Lord, If 
eben have called the Maſter of the Houſe Bel qebub, 

2 | | — We 
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© we we ought not to wonder, if they much more call 


* them of his Houſhold ſo. Bur Wiſdom is juſtified Matth, ai 


ef her Children. This was no hindrance nor 19, 


* diicouragement to them heretofore, nor ſhould 
ir be any ro us now. We muſt go on, as they 
did, againſt all Oppoſition, and not give over 


* our Endeavours, though not only Scandals and 


KReproachos, but Loffes and Perſecutions, or 
* even Death ir ſelf ſhould chreaten us in the Pur- 
ſuit of them. 


* This if we do, we ſhall not loſe our Reward : : 


MA we thus endure to the end, we ſhall be ſaved. 


© Nay, we ſhall nor only be ſaved, bur ſhall be 


* 3ntitled to a greater Degree of Glory in God's 


* Kingdom. 
And now I ſhall nor need to ſay, chat in 
treating of this Subject in general, I have all 
* along had a particular Regard to you who have 
in a more eſpecial manner dedicated your ſelves 


*to this good Work of REFORMING 
*the MANNERS, and Correcting of the 


© Vices of a wicked and ſcandalous World. 
Who have formed your ſelves into SO C I E- 
*TIES,: and fixed upon the wiſeſt Rules and 
« Methods to make Chriſtianity indeed effectual 
to the great End of its Inſtitution; the Glory 
* of God, and the Sanctification of Mankind: 
„And whoſe Labours God has bleſſed with a 
Ne Encreaſe, to the bettering of the pre- 
ſent Age, and to a well- grounded Hope of 

* prov iding for a general Converſion of that 


* which is to ſucceed, Inſomuch that your 


*Zeal has been influential even to Foreign 
* Countries : Who have nor only applauded your 


* Piety, bur have followed your Example; and 


© begun in like manner to promote the Intereſts 
F 4 "FS 
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of Religion, not in Profeſſion, but in Practice; 


not in the out ward Form of Godlineſs, but in the 
inward Power and Spirit of it. 

Io offer you any Arguments to perſwade 
vou to go on, and abound more and more in 
the ſame Zeal which you have for many Years 
* ſhewn in this uſeful Undertaking, would be ro 
* injure your Piety, as if it needed to be provo- 
© ked. No, I am perſwaded you have too well 
conſider d the preſent Uſefulneſs, and the fu- 
ture Reward of what you have been doing, to 
* want any Exhortation, nor to be weary or faint 
in your Minds. I ſhall therefore, inſtead of in- 
* fiſting upon any ſuch Arguments, end all with 
my hearty Vows ro A!mighry God, for his 
BgBleſſing upon your Endeavours: That he would 
* ſo ftrengrhen and confirm you in the Proſecu- 
tion of them, that no Difficulties or Diſcou- 
* ragements may ever prevail with you to depart 


from them, c. 


It may nor be an unneceſſary Caution that I 
now give you, notwithſtanding all theſe Encou- 
ragements, and all the Advantages I have here 


laid before you for your engaging vigorouſly in 
this noble Defign, not to be eafily diſcouraged 
by the ſmall Number of your Friends, or others, 

That may heartily concur with you in it, vpon 


irs being recommended to them, at the firſt eſpe- 
cially. The Number of zealous and pruderr 
Chriſtians are, I doubt, few in compariſon with 
the Lukewarm and Prophane, in moſt Places; 


Four or Five »of theſe will make a good Begin- 
ning in any Place, though they ſhould be of rhe 


inferiour Rank; of which ſort of Men, I con- 
ceive, Secreties may be more eaſily rais d; not 
only becauſe theſe are of the far greater Number, 


but 
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feſt Contradiction to their * printed Orders of 


\\ \ 


bur becauſe Men of Title, and of great Eſtates, 
too ſeldom apply themſelves to Religions Under- 
takings, wherein much Trouble or Shame may 
be expected: nor are ycu to be diſhearrned by 
the backwardneſs of Magiſtrates, if it ſhould - 
fare ſo hard with you, as that you have but one 
Magiſtrate near you that hath a juſt Senſe of his 
Duty in this reſpect, and that will readily receive 
Informations; and others, in defiance of all 
their Obligations, in Contempt of the repeated 


Commands of the Government, and in mani- 
* Orders of 


Seſſions, (wherein they formally invite good Seſſions that 
᷑ncourage 


Chriſtians to give Informations againſt rhe |, 2 
Breaches of the Laws, and promiſe to give * ö pr 
them all due Encouragement in it) will do it on- „e 
yo good Citi 

ly becaufe they can't avoid it, and therefore act , g give 

: - . give 
with Diſcouragement to faithful Officers, and j,c,,,-;. 
inch other pious Perſons as our of a Love to againſt 
God and their Neighbour, bring them Informati- ↄrophane 
ons, by giving them unneceſſary Delays, and aud wicious 
putting them under all manner of Diſcourage- Perſons. 
ments when they attend upon them on this Occa- Ghoſt. Fuly 
ſion: Nor by the Reproaches of bad Men, nay, 8. 1691. 
of Friends and Relations, when you have rhe Middl. 
Laws of God and of the Nation, Her Majeſty's, Fuly 9. 
the late King's, and your late Repreſentatives in 1691. 
Parliament Declararions, the publick Approbati- Lond. 
ons of Miniſters of State, ſo many Lords, Biſhops, 1691. 
and Judges of rwo Kingdoms, and of the No- Heref,OF. 
bility and Clergy of the Third; the AfﬀJiſtance 5. 1691. 
of thoſe that are already engaged in this Under- Buck. Oct. 


taking, the Eſteem and Prayers of other good 8. 1691. 


Men, and your own Conſcience on your fide. If Bod. 1692. 
this is a good Work, ſuch Diſcouragements as Midd, 
theſe are to be expected in ſo degenerate an Age 1692. 
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as we are fallen into, fince Oppoſitions, ei— 
ther publick or private, under one Pretence or 
other, to good Deſigns, for the beating down of 
the Devil's Kingdom, have ever been in the 
World, and may, I think, eyer be expected 
from wicked · Men, who are the Devil's Inſtru- 
ments, whilſt there are any ſuch in it. Nay, 
ſuch Obſtructions as I have mentioned, and o- 
thers of the ſame kind, have been, and may ſtill 
be mer with from many of thoſe that are nor ons 
ly nor accounted the worſt ſort of Men, but from 
whom Enccuragement and Aſſiſtance in theſe 
Matters might reaſonably be hop'd ; though it 
may in truth appear a very ſhocking thing, and 


J am apr to think wi' i be io to the Ages to come, 


that ſuch as are not thought to be the Enemies of 
God and Religion, ſhould with any Countenance 
continue to give open Obſtructions to the Exe- 
cution of the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and 
Vice, and other charitable and proper Methods 
of furthering the Reformation of Mens Lives, 


and the Saving of their Country from Ruine; 


and eſpecially that they ſhould do this in a Pro- 


teſtant Country, where theſe Methods have been f 
approved in fo publick and folemn a manner, 


by ſo many Perſons in Authority in Church and 
State, that few, if any good Deſigns that have 
been ter on foct in it, or in any other Chriſtian 


Country, have ever been. Oppoſitions, and e- 
ven Sufferings, when they encounter us in this“ 


glorious Cauſe, are then, I think, to be born not 


only with -· Patience, but with Chearfulneſs, out 


Surrey Ap. of a Love to God and our Neighbour, and in 
14. 1702. hopes of an everlaſting Recompence for all our 


Sou- 


thampt. 


Sufferings in the Cauſe of our Lord and Maſte: 
on the other fide of the Grave, 


Fo. 
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To conclude, Sir, You are, I hope, by this April 14, 
time of Opinion, Thar there hath nor been a 1702. 
Matter of greater Conſequence propoſed to you Somerſet, 
perhaps in your Life, or a greater Opportunity April 14. 
offered you of doing more good to the World, 1702. 
nor probably ever may be. God grant that you Lon. April 
may have a right Underſtanding of it, and a 15. 1702. 
Will ro act accordingly, zealouſly to purſue' all Preſton 
proper Methods of Reformation, ſo as may be April 16. 
moſt for the Honour of God, the Intereſt of 1702. 
Mankind, and your everlaſting Comfort. I may Mancheſt, 
poſſibly, Sir, in a Month or two, defire of you April 23. 
the Trouble, J hope I might more juſtly ſay the 1702. 
Picalure, of an Account of ſome conſiderable Suſſex Apr. 
Progrels that you have made in this great Affair, 1702. 
directed to ſuch a Place as I may give you no- Briſtol. Ap, 
tice of in my Letter, when I may ſend you ſuch 1702. 
other Directions as may be thought neceſſary ; Cheſter p. 
though I preſume, that theſe I have now com- 1722- 
municated to yon, with thoſe contained in the Glonceſter 
Books I herewith ſend you, and which your own 2 1 
Judgment and Experience may ſupply you with uns 


. f * M 
mav, generally ſpeaking, be ſufficient nor only, I 


or yours and your Friends acting vigorouſly and 8a 1703 
with Advantage in the Places near you, but to > wh $ 
enable you and them to ſer this Matter on foot in 
any Town or larger Village of the Kingdom, 
where you have an Acquaintance with, or but the 
bare Knowledge of any religious, and tolerably 
prudent Perſon, to whom you may know how to 
lend the Books J have mentioned; and ſhall 
communicate the Directions I have given you in 
this long Letter, for your full Inſtruction in this 


pious Work, : 
| 81 
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Should, Sir, tel] you, that the little Diſcour- 
ſes againſt Prophane Swearing and Cu:ſing, 
Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, and Prophanation of 


the Lord's-Day, &c. and the Anſwer to the Scau- 


lalous Objections that are made againſt thoſe pious 


and uſeful Perſons, as out of a Love to God and 


their Neighbour give Informations tothe Magiſtrates 
af theſe Enormities, which are ſent you, with the 
other Books, may be given to ſuch as are gniity 
of any of theſe Offences, and eſpecially by ſuch 
as inform againſt them, and at that time that they 
are convicted of theſe Offences by the Magi- 
ſtrates; (with whom, or their Cleiks, ſome 


Number of them may be lodg'd, to be thus diſ- 


poſed of) for the furthering of their Repentarc? 
for their Sin, that they may avoid the everlaſting 
Puniſhment of it, at a time when they are ſo apt 


to be awaken'd to Conſideration, and a Senſe of 


their Sin, which are great Steps towards Con— 
verſion, by the temporal Puniſhment and Shame 
that is inflicted upon them; and that moreover 
ſuch Offenders may be fully corvinc'd, that the 
Perſons that bring them to Puniſament, do there- 
in as becomes good Chriſtians, and Members of 
the Community, for Religious Ends, and with 
charitable Intent ons towards them; and may not 
therefore add to their Sin and Folly by enter— 


raining any unchriſtian Reſentments for their“ 


thus acting: And this is a Method that I find 
recommended and practiſed by thoſe that arę 
concerned in the Societies for Reformation, who 
gave given away, at their own Exrence, a great 

: many 
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many Thouſands of them, beſides many Thou- 
ſands of the larger Books which I have ſent you 
relating to this Deſign, and a vaſt Number of 
other Books for the awakening of Men to a 
Senſe of their Sins, and Care of their Souls. I 
might have hkewiſe added, Thar this great 
Work may be very much promored by yours 


and your Friends acquainting well inciin'd Per- 


ſons, that they may be very ſerviceable in buy- 
ing up, and giving away any of theſe Books, as 


of the Account of the Societies, and the Help to 


Reformation, which are now, for the General Be- 
nefit of the Publick, ſold at a very unuſual cheap 
Rate. 5 , 
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| T be Preſentments of 


The Preſentment of the Gentlemen of the 


Grand Jury for the County of Middle» 
ſex, on Monday the 2d of June 
x 701. tothe Court of the King's-Bench. 


TJ IS Majeſty by his repeated Proclamations 


having taken Notice, with great Concern, 

of the open and avowed Practice of Vice and Pro- 
phaneneſs in this Kingdom, tothe high Diſpleaſure 
of Aimighry God, and great Scandal of Chriſti- 
anity; and that this hath been occaſioned in a 
great Meaſure by the Neglect of putting in Ex- 
ecution thoſe good Laws which have been 
made for the Suppreſſing and Puniſking thereof. 
And his Majeſty having ſtrictly charged and 
commanded all his Subjects, in their ſeveral Pia- 


ces and Stations, to be very vigilant and ſtrict in 


the Dilcovery and effectual Proſecution and Pu- 
niſhmenr of all Perſons who ſhall be guilty of 
Blaſphemy, Prophane Swearing and Curſing, ex- 
ceſſive Drinking, Lewaneſs, Prophanation of the 
Lord's Day, or other Diſſolute, Immoral or Dil- 
orderly Practices, as they will anſwer it ro Al- 
mighty God, and upon Pain of his higheſt Diſ- 


pleaſure, 


And we the Grand Inqueft of this County, 
having received an excellent Charge from this 
Honourable Courr, enjoyning our enquiry into 


the Matters aforeſaid, We think our {elves ob- 


liged to take Notice of the great Advantages 
which this County has received from the Zeal 
and Diligence of good Magiſtrates putting the 
Laws in Execution againſt Prophaneneſs and De- 

bauchery, 
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the Grand-Jury, &c. 


79 


bauchery, and likewiſe of thoſe worthy Gentlemen 


and Divines, who in this County meet in Socie- 
ties, for the effectual ailifting them therein, and 


who have been inccuraged thereunto by the pub- 
lick Approbation of many of the Lords Spiritual 


and Temporal, and Honourable Judges. 


Yer notwithſtanding, through the Negligence 


of Conſtables, Headboroughs, and other inferior 
Officers, the Execution of the {aid Laws is very 
much obſtructed, to the great Encouragement of 
Ottenders, and Prejudice of the Publick. 
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We do therefore preſent ſuch of the Conſta- 


bles and Headboroughs as we have found Negli- 
gent in the Execution of their Offices. 


The Preſentment of the Grand Fury for 
the City of London, at Juſtice-Hall 
in the Old- Bailey, the 4th Day of 
June 1Tyor. And Ordered by the 
Court to be Printed. 


HIS Honourable Court haying ahi No- 
rice, in the admirable Charge given to us, of 
the great Advantages which this City has recei- 
ved from the Zeal and Induſtry of thoſe Gentle- 


men and Citizens who, in and about this City, 
are concern d in Societies, for the Promoting more 


effectually the Execution of the Laws againſt 
Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, in purſuance to 
His Majeſty's Proclamations, and who have re- 
ceived 


—_ 
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ceived the publick Approbation of many Perſons 
in high Stations in Church and State. 

We the Grand Jury of this City, do think it 
becomes us to return our hearty Thanks to 
thole worthy Perſons who are thus engaged in 
Societies, for the Promoting a Reformation of Man- 
ners, ſo abfolutely neceſfary to our Welfare; and 
we hope their engaging ſo heartily in this Noble 
Deſign, will be an Encouragement to others to 
join with them, for the effecting a more general 


Reformation. | 


6—yB 


The Preſentment of the Grand Fury for 
the County of Buckingham, at the Aſ- | 
ſixes held for the ſaid County 1701. 


Bine encouraged by his Majeſty's Proclamati- 
— on now read tous, as alſo by your Lordſhip's | 

moſt excellent Charge. We the Grand Jury of | 
the County of Bucks, do think we can do no leſs Þ 
than to take Notice of the ſeveral Societies erected 
for the Promoting of a Reformation of Manners; 

| and particularly we deſire to return our hearty | 

| Thanks to thoſe worthy Gentlemen and Cler- | 

_ gy who meer Monthly at Vendover in the (aid } 
County, in order to effect the ſame. And we | 
hope their appearing in fo pious a Deſign, will | 
animate others to come in and join with them. 
And this we preſent as the particular Sentiment 
of us, whoſe Names are hereunto Subſcribed. | 


The 
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The Preſentment of the Gentlemen of the 
Grand. Inqueſt for the Aſſizes held at 
Northampton, for the ſaid County, 
the zd day of March 1701. 


WI E N we reflect cn the many Bleflings 
We enjoy under his Majeſty's auſpicious 
Reign and pious Care, manifeſted by repeated 
Prociamarions to preſerve us from Vice and In- 
noralities, (Enemies that have a very fatal Influ- 
ence on a Nation and Kingdom) we cannot but 
think it a ſuitable Expreſſion of our Gratitude 
and Duty at this time, to declare our Readineſs 
and Reſolution, in our reſpective Stations, to 
comply with his Majeſty's Commands, by en- 
deavouring, that not only ſuch as are guilty of 
Prophane Swearing and Curſing, Exceſſive Drink- 
ing, Lewadneſs, and other diſſolute Practices, may 
be brought ro deſerved Pauniſnment; bur alſo 
chat the zgences of Conſtables, Headbo- 
roughs, and Oer inferior Officers, and ſuch as 
keep diſorderly publick Houſes , wherein the 


| Lord's-Day is ſo frequently prophaned by unne- 


ceſſary Reſorts thereunto, may be puniſhed ac- 
cording to Law, 
And we take this Occaſion to return our hear- 
ty Thanks to thoſe worthy Perſons who meet in 
Societies, and have fignalized their Zeal by pro- 
moring a more general Reformation of Manners in 
tnis Kingdom ; a Method approved and recom- 
mended by rhe concurrenr Suffrages of many no- 
ble Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and learned 
Judges both in this and ourNeighbouring Nzeion, 
85 : C 
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The Preſentment of the Gentlemen of the 


Grand. Ingueſt for the County of South- 
ampton, at the Aſſizes held at Win- 
ton-Caſtle, che 4th Day of March 
I70L. „ 


6 by his Majeſty's moſt excellent 


% Proclamation againſt Vice, Immorality and 
Prophaneneſs, in Purſuance of your Lordſhip's Di- 
rections, excited by the pious Zeal of many wor- 
thy Perſons engaged in Soczetzes for the promoring 
the. Glorious Deſign rhereot, encouraged by that 
viſible Succeſs their joint Endeavours have, chro 


God's Bleſſing, had in many Parts of this King- 


dom, towards effecting a Reformation of Man- 
ners. We take this Opportunity to expreſs our 
Satisfaction thereat, and ro profeſs our Readineſs 
to contribute our Aſſiſtance for the Advancement 


of ſo good a Work, and crave leave to lay before 


your Lordſhip and this honourab ench, that 
we conceive the great Obſtruction and Impedi- 
ments hereunto do proceed, not only from rhe 
Negligence of Conſtables and other Officers in 
their reſpective Places, but alſo from the multi- 


rude of diſorderly Ale-Houſes; wherein not on- 


ly exceſſive Drinking, and other vicious Pract1- 


ces are promoted, but alſo an Opportunity given 


to diſſolute and profligate Fellows reſorting there- 


unto, to entice and allure young Perſons into 


wicked Confederacies, and Prophanat ion f the 


Lords Day. 
We therefore humbly hope, that all Magi” 
ſtrates, in their reſpective Stations, will uſe their 
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evil Practices. The 
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utmoſt Endeavours to diſcourage and punilh ſuch 
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The Preſentment of the Grand Jury of the 
County of Nottingham, at the A4ſſizes 
held for the ſaid County, the 14th day 
of March 1701. SI 


T HE Honourable Court having in their 
Charge to ns, preſſed rhe Obligation we lie 
under, to make diligent Enquiry into the Breach 


of thoſe excellent Laws made for the Suppreſ- 


ſing of Immorality and Prophaneneſs, do think it 
becomes us, for the Encouragement of all ſuch 
Perſons who have voluntarily formed themſelves 
into Societies, and by their joint Endeavours have 
made themſelves more capable to be inſtrumen- 
tal for the Reformation f Manners, to taxe No- 
rice of their pious Zeal, and al ſo of the viſible Suc- 
ceſs tha hath, through the Bleffing of God, ac- 
companied their Endeavours for obtaining the 
aforeſaid End in many Parts of this Kingdom. 

Wie crave Leave to lay before your Lordſhip 
and this Honourable Bench, that we conceive a 
great Obſtruction and Impediment to this moſt 
excellent Deſign, proceeds not only from the 
Neglect of Conſtables and other Officers in their 


reſpective Places, but alſo from the great Num- 


bers of diſorderly Ale-Houſes in this Town, co 
which many idle and diſſolute Perſons do fre- 
quently reſort, and allure others into the like 
vile Practices and Debaucheries with themſelves, 
which publick Grievance, there have been ſome 
Endeavours to redreſs, that have not yet met 

with the deſired Succeſs. | 


G2 We 
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Me therefore humbly beg and hope, That all 
Magiſtrates and others, would contribute their 
utmoſt Endeavours for the Redreſs of thoſe pub- 
lick Grievances, and for the Encouragement of 
the aforefaid Societies, which will animate others 
that fear the Lord, are faithful Subjects ro Her 
Majeſty Queen Anne, (whom God preſerve) 
and true Lovers of their Country, to join with 
them. N 


The Preſentment of the Grand Jury fot 
the County of Monmouth, at theGene- 
ral Aſſrzes held at Monmouth the 26th 
day of March 1702. : 


V TS late Majeſty's Proclamation againſt Bu- 
morality and Vice, back d by the excellent 
Charge we received from your Lordſhip at this 
preſent Juncture, hath obliged us ſeriouſly to 
weigh the ſeveralInconveniencies that follow out 
roo tender putting in Practice thoſe wholeſome 
Laws injoined by our former Legiflators, as well 
againſt Profaners of the Sabbath, as other egregi- 
— ©: ESE, 

The being robb'd of ſo good and glorious a 
Prince we have lately been bereav'd of, cannot 
bur be reckon'd among our greateſt Calamities: 
but we dare not tax Heaven with ſeverity for the 
fame, when we conſider that our Provoearions 
have juſtly diſarm'd us of to good a Guard. We 
miuit acknowledge that our Sufferings are of our 

| own 


23 


She Grand-Jury, &c. 


| own creating, and our Pun:ſhments proceed from 
ga general Guilt of our own. We ſhall not there- 
fore pretend to extenuate out Fail ings, by recri- 
minating upon Inferior Officers; but do hereby 
promiſe, That nothing on our Parts ſhall be 
* wanting for the future, (either as Chriſtians or 
Magiſtrates) ro aſſiſt thoſe that are already en- 
tred into Societies for ſtopping that Inundation of 
Vice we ſee ready to overflow us, cr to encou- 
rage others in ſo worthy an Undertaking: Hop- 
ing thereby as well to ingratiate our ſelves to that 
Omnipotent provoked Power, as to enervare 
that Prince, who grows upon our Weakneſſes, 
and eftabliſheth his Empire vpon the Ruin of 
* our Religion, and Contempt of our Laws. 


8 


SS - ® 


The Preſentment of the Grundl. Jury for 
the County of Darby, at the Aſſrzes 
held for the ſaid County April 14th 
1702. i: TT 


COmmanded by her Majeſty's moſt excellent 
Proclamation againſt Vice, Immorality and 
Prophaneneſs, excited by the pious Zeal of many 
werchy Perſons engaged in Societies for promo- 
ting the Glorious Deſign thereof, encouraged by 
the great Succeſs their joint Endeavours have 
had (by the Bleſſing of Almighty God) in many 
parts of this Kingdom, towards effecting a Re- 
formation of Manners, We take this Opporrunt» 
ty ( encouraged thereunto by the Charge _ 

| y 
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T he Preſentments of, &c. 
Day given to us) to expreſs our great Satisfa- 
Ction therein, to profeſs our Readineſs to contri- 
bure our utmoſt Atiiftance for the Advancement 
of ſo good a Work, and to crave leave to lay be- 
fore you, Her Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace; 

That we humbly conceive, the great Obſtru- 
ctions and Impediments thereunto, do proceed 
nor only from the Negligence of Conſtables 
and other inferior Officers in their reſpective 
Places, but alſo from the Multitude of unneceſ- 
fary Ale-Houſes both in Market-Towns and the 
ſmaller Villages; wherein not only exceffive 
Drinking and other vicious Practices are promo- 

ted, bur alſo an Opportunity given to diſſolute 
and profligate Fellows reſorting thereunto, to 
entice and allure young Perſons into wicked Con- 
Federacies. 25 
We cannot doubt but that, whenſoever any 
Perſons ſhall have Occaſion to reſort to you with 
any Informations againſt Offenders, in order to 
their Conviction and Puniſnment, they will 
have all due Encouragement and Diſpatch. 

And we do humbly conceive, that Prophanene ſs 
and Immorality would nor fo ſhamefully abound, 
as now they do among us, if an Order of Seſſi- 
ons was directed to all Conſtables, and other in- 

ferior Officers, ſtrictly requiring them diligent- 
Iy to do their Duties in diſcovering and bringing 
to condign Puniſhment ſuch Perſons as ſhall dare 
to offend againſt thoſe excellent Laws which 
are provided, and by our pious and Gracious 
Queen commanded to be put in Execution, for 
che Suppreſſing of Vice. 2 
And we do humbly pray, That an Order of 
deſſions may be made and directed accordingly. 
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